Summer Reading List
PreK  K List
Award Winners
Caldecott Medal:
It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a
division of the American Library Association, to the artist of the most distinguished American
picture book for children.
A Ball for Daisy
by Christopher Raschka
Daisy’s delight in her favorite toy, as well as her dismay at its accidental destruction, is clearly
evident in the wonderfully expressive illustrations in this wordless picture book.
Caldecott Honor Books:
Blackout
by John Rocco
When the electricity goes out one hot summer night, the pace of life slows and neighbors enjoy
simple pleasures together.
Grandpa Green
by Lane Smith
Grandpa takes a walk down “memory lane” as the topiaries in the garden remind him of the
events of his life.
Me…Jane
by Patrick McDonnell
Children will enjoy reading about influences in Jane Goodall’s childhood, including her dream of
going to Africa one day to take care of the animals.
Geisel Award:
The Geisel Award is given annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most
distinguished American book for beginning readers published in English in the United States
during the preceding year.
Tales for Very Picky Eaters
by Josh Schneider
Children and parents alike will enjoy reading these stories as a father encourages his child to try
“just one bite”.
Geisel Honor Books:

I Broke My Trunk! 
by Mo Willems
Beloved characters, Elephant and Piggie, are at it again in this unlikely story of how poor

Gerald broke his trunk.
See Me Run
by Paul Meisel
A dog has a funfilled day at the dog park in this easytoread story.
Charlotte Zolotow Award:
The Charlotte Zolotow Award is given annually to the author of the
best picture book text published in the United States in the preceding year. The award is
administered by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center of the University of
WisconsinMadison.
Me…Jane
by Patrick McDonnell (see Caldecott Honor Award list above)
Children will enjoy reading about influences in Jane Goodall’s childhood, including her dream of
going to Africa one day to take care of the animals.
Charlotte Zolotow Honor Books:
Naamah and the Ark at Night
by Susan Bartoletti
Noah’s wife, Naamah sings a lullaby and settles the animals on the ark down for the night.
Meet the Dogs of Bedlam Farm
by Jon Katz
Rose, Izzy, Frieda, and Lenore each have a distinctive personality that qualifies them for a
special and valued role at Bedlam Farm.
Some of our favorite ALA Notable Children’s Books for 2012 (full list at
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb/index.cfm)
:

Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow?
By Susan A. Shea
Foldout illustrations and question and answer text take a look at things that grow and things
that do not.
Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site
by Sherri Duskey Rinker
At sunset, when their work is done for the day, a crane truck, a cement mixer, and other pieces
of construction equipment make their way to their resting places and go to sleep.
Little White Rabbit
by Kevin Henkes
As he hops along,a little rabbit wonders what it would be like to be green as grass, tall as fir
trees, hard as rocks, and flutter like butterflies.
Naamah and the Ark at Night
by Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Noah’s wife, Naamah, sings a lullaby and settles the animals on the ark down for the night.
Stars
by Mary Lyn Ray
Explores the wonder of stars, whether they are in the night sky, on a plant as a promise of fruit
to come, or in one's pocket for those days when one does not feel shiny.
Where’s Walrus?
By Stephen Savage
An adventurous walrus escapes from the zoo and dons a number of different disguises in order
to avoid being caught by the zookeeper.

The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred
by Samantha R. Vamos
A cumulative tale of a farm maiden who, aided by a group of animals, prepares "Arroz con
Leche," or rice pudding. Includes recipe and glossary of the Spanish words that are woven
throughout the text.
Mirror, Mirror: A Book of Reversible Verse
by Marilyn Singer
What fun! Read the poem in one direction, and it tells the folktale from one point of view. Read it
in the opposite direction, and the point of view is reversed.
Stories in Rhyme/Poetry
(to help develop the early literacy skill of Phonological Awareness, which is the
ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in words.)
Bats at the Ballgame
by Brian Lies
Fabulous illustrations offer vivid details of what it might be like for bats to play the game…they
can fly to base, and spectators hang upside down as they snack on Cricket Jack. Great summer
reading fare to get in the mood for the Texas Rangers.
Billy & Milly, Short & Silly
by Eve Feldman
Thirteen short stories, each with only three or four words, stretch the imagination of even the
youngest readers. Billy and Milly are cool kids who stir up a lot of action as they skip across the
pages.
Cars Galore
by Peter Stein
Cars of all shapes, colors, and sizesincluding an igloo icefueled polar car and an ecofriendly
car that runs on air are presented in illustrations and rhyme.
Hogwash
by Karma Wilson
When his stubborn pigs refuse a sudsy cleaning, a determined farmer learns that mud baths
can be just as fun.
Pete the Cat: Rocking in My School Shoes
by Eric Litwin
Pete the cat moves, grooves, and sings while exploring the different parts of school. Absolutely
contagious! The newest Pete the Cat book will be released in May: Pete the Cat and His Four
Groovy Buttons. You can download the songs from the HarperCollins website.
Shoe LaLa
by Karen Beaumont
Four girls shop for the perfect pair of party shoes.
Alphabet Books and Picture Puzzle Books
(to help develop visual acuity for Letter Knowledge. Students need to know that
the same letter can look different, and that letters have names and are related to
sounds.)
Alphabet City:
by Stephen T. Johnson
Illustrations of objects in an urban setting present the letters of the alphabet.
Apple Pie ABC
by Alison Murray
This ABC book tells the story of a small girl who bakes a pie and her dog who longs for a bite. In
the end the dog (Z)zzzzzz… goes to sleep dreaming sweet apple pie dreams.

Emergency!
by Tom Lichtenheld
The letter “e,” injured in a fall, can only recover if everyone will stop using her, but things are just
not the same when “o” offers to fill in.
The Hidden Alphabet
by Laura Vaccaro Seeger
An alphabet book in which windows open to reveal the letters hidden within each picture.
How Rocket Learned to Read
by Tad Hills
A little yellow bird teaches Rocket the dog how to read by first introducing him to the alphabet.
LookAlikes
by Joan Steiner
Simple verses challenge readers to identify the everyday objects used to construct twelve three
dimensional scenes in LookAlike Land.
Superhero ABC
by Bob McLeod
Humorouslynamed superheroes such as Goo Girl and The Volcano represent the letters of the
alphabet from A to Z.
Cumulative and Predictable Stories
(to help develop the early literacy Narrative Skill, e.g. being able to describe
things, to tell events in order, to retell stories and predict what may happen next)
The Cow Loves Cookies
by Karma Wilson
The farmer feeds each animal its traditional food: hay for the horse, feed for the chickens, slop
for the pigs; but why does the cow only want to eat cookies?
Epossumondus
by Coleen Salley
A retelling of a classic tale in which a wellintentioned young possum continually takes his
mother's instructions much too literally.
The Football That Won!
by Michael Sampson
Cumulative verse recounts the events leading up to a Dallas Cowboys victory in the Super
Bowl.
King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub
by Audrey Wood
Despite pleas from his court, a funloving king refuses to get out of his bathtub to rule his
kingdom.
Plaidypus Lost
by Susan Stevens Crummel and Janet Stevens
When a young child takes her favorite toy along to the park, the market, the lake, and for a car
ride, she mistakenly leaves him behind. The familiar refrain is repeated after each loss of the
toy.
NonFiction /“True” books
(To help develop vocabulary, nonfiction/true books use different words than
those used in stories, so this is a good way to increase a child’s vocabulary.)
Big, Bigger, Biggest!
[by Nancy Coffelt]
Colorful animals introduce synonyms and antonyms as superlatives. Words like colossal,
hypersonic and lackadaisical will delight listeners and encourage vocabulary building.
Big Words for Little People
by Jamie Lee Curtis

A big sister teaches her younger siblings some important words, like "responsibility,"
"perseverance," and "respect."
Gigantic! How Big Were the Dinosaurs?
by Patrick O’Brien
Explains the names of fourteen dinosaurs, from Stegosaurus to Compsognathus, and describes
their physical characteristics, size, and probable behavior.
Living Sunlight: How Plants Bring the Earth to Life
by Molly Bang
The importance of sunlight to grow plants, which humans and animals depend on to survive.
Pop! The Invention of Bubble Gum
by Meghan McCarthy
A collection of amusing historical facts on the invention of bubble gum.
Why Do Dogs Bark?
by Joan Holub
Questions and answers present information about the origins, behavior, and characteristics of
dogs and their interaction with humans. Other titles include: 
Why Do Cats Meow?
Why Do

Rabbits Hop?
and Why 
Do Horses Neigh?

Wordless/Nearly Wordless/Large Print/ComicStyle books
(to help develop Print Awareness, students should see the difference between
wordless stories, where they are invited to make up their own narrative, and
stories with words and dialogue. The speech bubbles in comicstyle books helps
students understand dialogue between characters.)
Animals Home Alone
by Loes Riphagen
A wordless story in which animals, left alone while their owners are away, begin to behave in
unusual ways. Includes comprehension questions.
The Lion and the Mouse
,
written and illustrated by Jerry Pinkney [2010 Caldecott Medal
Winner]
This exquisite book deserves to be read over and over again. See if your child can put Aesop’s
original moral in his own words.
Cat Secrets
by Jef Czekaj
Important secrets about how best to live a cat's life will be revealed only to those who can prove
that they are genuine cats.
Any or all books by David Wiesner.
This talented author/illustrator has received the
Caldecott
Medal or Caldecott Honor Award for five of his books. Readers can pour over the detailed
illustrations time and time again, and the few words are not too intimidating.
Flotsam
[2007 Caldecott Medal Winner]

A colorful picture book that features a young, scienceminded boy who goes to the beach to
collect and examine anything floating that has been washed ashore and discovers an
underwater camera that contains a collection of unusual pictures.
The Three Pigs
[2002 Caldecott Medal Winner]
The three pigs escape the wolf by going into another world where they meet the cat and the
fiddle, the cow that jumped over the moon, and a dragon.

Any or all books by author/illustrator Mo Willems.
I think this man is a genius. The simple
text and expressive drawings deliver a collection of titles that still make me laugh after repeated
readings aloud:
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus
[2004 Caldecott Honor Award]
A pigeon that longs to drive a bus sees a chance to make its dream come true when the bus
driver takes a short break. The first of six pigeon books (although some are board books.)
There is a Bird on Your Head (an Elephant and Piggie book)
Gerald discovers that there is something worse than a bird on your head  two birds on your
head! Can Piggie help her best friend? Just one in the series. Try some of the other titles such
as
Are You Ready to Play Outside
or 
I Love My New Toy
.
Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale
[2005 Caldecott Honor Award]
Trixie becomes very unhappy when she accompanies her daddy to the laundromat and realizes
she has lost her stuffed bunny. Sequel: 
Knuffle Bunny Too: a case of mistaken identity
[2008 Caldecott Honor Award.]
Books by Barbara Lehman.
This author received the Caldecott Honor Award for T
he Red
Book
, a wordless book about a book that magically unites readers across the world. Her other
wordless books are:
Train Stop, Museum Trip, and Rainstorm
High Interest Topics and Classic Stories
(to help develop Print Motivation, i.e. the child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and
reading. Children who enjoy books are more likely to want to learn to read, and to keep
trying even when it is hard, so it is important to find books on subjects that really interest
your child, whether that is pets, princesses, trucks or trains.)
Buzz Boy and Fly Girl
by Tedd Arnold

Buzz creates a comic book that features Buzz Boy and Fly Guy as the superheroes.
Bunny Cakes Max and Ruby
series by Rosemary Wells
Max makes an earthworm cake for Grandma's birthday and helps Ruby with her angel surprise
cake. At the store, the grocer can't read the shopping list, until Max solves the problem by
drawing a picture.
Cinderella
retold and illustrated by Ruth Sanderson
Although she is mistreated by her stepmother and stepsisters, a kindhearted young woman
manages to attend the palace ball with the help of her fairy godmother. (This is just one
example of the lavishly illustrated fairy tales available.)
Dinosaur Hunt
by David Catrow
Max Spaniel is off on a dinosaur hunt. With a lot of imagination and creativity Max FINDS the
perfect dinosaur!
Dinotrux
by Chris Gall
Two favorite topics are combined into one book. Illustrations and simple text introduce creatures
who are part dinosaur and part truck. What do you think a Dumploducus does?
Hot Rod Hamster
by Cynthia Lord
Our hamster hero braves a bulldog's junkyard to put together his very own race car.

How I Became a Pirate
by Melinda Long
Jeremy Jacob joins Braid Beard and his pirate crew and finds out about pirate language, pirate
manners, and other aspects of their life.
Martha Speaks
by Susan Meddaugh
Problems arise when Martha, the family dog, learns to speak after eating alphabet soup. The
books came before the TV show.
No David!
by David Shannon

A young boy is depicted doing a variety of naughty things for which he is repeatedly
admonished, but finally he gets a hug.
PickleChiffon Pie
by Jolly Roger Bradfield
Wonderful fairy tale with a princess and three princes who wish to marry her. They find
unusual creatures in the woods in order to gain the right to marry her. But the surprise ending is
the best part.
Roadwork
by Sally Sutton
Rhyming text and bright illustrations show how a road is made, from planning to moving dirt,
laying asphalt, putting up signs, and landscaping
Shark vs. Train
by Chris Barton
A shark and a train compete in a series of contests on a seesaw, in hot air balloons, bowling,
shooting baskets, playing hideandseek, and more.
Stinky: a Toon Book
by Eleanor Davis
Stinky, a monster who lives in a swamp, comes up with all kinds of strange ways to get rid of a
kid who has wandered into his territory.
Tacky the Penguin
by Helen Lester
Tacky the penguin does not fit in with his sleek and graceful companions, but his odd behavior
comes in handy when hunters come with maps and traps.
Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig
by Eugenios Trivizas
An altered retelling of the traditional tale about the conflict between pig and wolfwith a surprise
ending.
Timothy and the Strong Pajamas: a Superhero Adventure
by Viviane Schwarz
After his mother mends his favorite pajamas, Timothy finds that he has super strength and
decides to use it to help others, but when the pajamas rip again, he loses his strength just when
he needs it most.
The Uglified Ducky
by Willie Claflin
Resets Hans Christian Andersen's tale, The ugly duckling, in the Northern Piney Woods of
Alaska, where a baby moose is raised by a family of ducks who try to teach him to waddle,
quack, and fly but cannot see his true beauty.
The Very Fairy Princess
by Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton
Despite her scabby knees and dirty fingernails, Geraldine knows that she is a princess inside
and shows it through her behavior at home and in school.
A Visitor for Bear
by Bonny Becker
A lovehate relationship between Bear and Mouse turns a clever children’s picture book into a
tale of learning to be friendly and making new friends.

1st Grade List
Award Winners
Caldecott Medal:
It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a
division of the American Library Association, to the artist of the most distinguished American
picture book for children.
A Ball for Daisy
by Christopher Raschka
Daisy’s delight in her favorite toy, as well as her dismay at its accidental destruction, is clearly
evident in the wonderfully expressive illustrations in this wordless picture book.
Caldecott Honor Books:
Blackout
by John Rocco
When the electricity goes out one hot summer night, the pace of life slows and neighbors enjoy
simple pleasures together.
Grandpa Green
by Lane Smith
Grandpa takes a walk down “memory lane” as the topiaries in the garden remind him of the
events of his life.
Me…Jane
by Patrick McDonnell
Children will enjoy reading about influences in Jane Goodall’s childhood, including her dream of
going to Africa one day to take care of the animals.
Geisel Award:
The Geisel Award is given annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most
distinguished American book for beginning readers published in English in the United States
during the preceding year.
Tales for Very Picky Eaters
by Josh Schneider
Children and parents alike will enjoy reading these stories as a father encourages his child to try
“just one bite”.
Geisel Honor Books:
I Broke My Trunk!
by Mo Willems
Beloved characters, Elephant and Piggie are at it again in this unlikely story of how poor Gerald
broke his trunk.
I Want My Hat Back
by Jon Klassen
Not everyone will appreciate the irreverent humor in this story of Bear who loses his hat and
questions a series of friends to help him recall where he last had it. Parents should read this one

prior to sharing it with their child to decide if it is appropriate for their family.
See Me Run
by Paul Meisel
A dog has a funfilled day at the dog park, in this easytoread story.

Charlotte Zolotow Award:
The Charlotte Zolotow Award is given annually to the author of the
best picture book text published in the United States in the preceding year. The award is
administered by the Cooperative Children’s Book Center of the University of
WisconsinMadison.
Charlotte Zolotow Honor Books:
Naamah and the Ark at Night
by Susan Bartoletti
Noah’s wife, Naamah sings a lullaby and settles the animals on the ark down for the night.
Meet the Dogs of Bedlam Farm
by Jon Katz
Rose, Izzy Frieda and Lenore each have a distinctive personality that qualifies them for a
special and valued role at Bedlam Farm.
Apple Pie ABC
by Alison Murray
This ABC book tells the story of a small girl who bakes a pie and her dog who longs for a bite. In
the end the dog (Z)zzzzzz… goes to sleep dreaming sweet apple pie dreams.
Some of our favorite ALA Notable Children’s Books for 2012
(full list at
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb/index.cfm)
:
Do You Know Which Ones Will Grow?
By Susan A. Shea
Foldout illustrations and question and answer text take a look at things that grow and things
that do not.
Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site
by Sherri Duskey Rinker
At sunset, when their work is done for the day, a crane truck, a cement mixer, and other pieces
of construction equipment make their way to their resting places and go to sleep.
Little White Rabbit
by Kevin Henkes
As he hops along a little rabbit wonders what it would be like to be green as grass, tall as fir
trees, hard as rocks, and flutter like butterflies.
Naamah and the Ark at Night
by Susan Campbell Bartoletti
Noah’s wife, Naamah sings a lullaby and settles the animals on the ark down for the night.
Stars
by Mary Lyn Ray
Explores the wonder of stars, whether they are in the night sky, on a plant as a promise of fruit
to come, or in one's pocket for those days when one does not feel shiny.
Where’s Walrus?
By Stephen Savage
An adventurous walrus escapes from the zoo and dons a number of different disguises in order
to avoid being caught by the zookeeper.
The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred
by Samantha R. Vamos
A cumulative tale of a farm maiden who, aided by a group of animals, prepares "Arroz con
Leche," or rice pudding. Includes recipe and glossary of the Spanish words that are woven
throughout the text.

Mirror, Mirror: A Book of Reversible Verse
by Marilyn Singer
What fun! Read the poem in one direction and it tells the folktale from one point of view. Read it
in the opposite direction and the point of view is reversed.
Some of our favorite picture books
– classics and recently published
For parents to read aloud to their children
Amazing Grace
by Mary Hoffman [Grace is confident in her abilities as she tries out for the part

of Peter Pan]
Anansi and the Magic Stick
by Eric Kimmel [series based on the African trickster tales.]
April and Esme, Tooth Fairies
by Bob Graham [British author charms us with the story of two
sisters on their first assignment to retrieve a lost tooth.]
Bad Kitty
by Nick Bruel [who knew an alphabet book could be so much fun! Bad Kitty redeems

himself in the end.]
Big Red Lollipop
by Rukhsana Khan [a cultural misunderstanding about birthday parties
results in sibling rivalry.]
Bubble Trouble 
by Margaret Mahy [fun, rhyming book with exceptional vocabulary words]
Chester
by Melanie Watt [series about a very opinionated pet cat who tries to tell the author
how to write her book.]
City Dog, Country Frog
by Mo Willems [poignant story about two animals; a break from his
silly humor in the “Pigeon” and
“Elephant & Piggie” books.]
Click, Clack, Moo; Cows That Type
by Doreen Cronin [humorous series about some

rebellious farm animals.]
David Gets in Trouble
by David Shannon [series based on the author’s childhood escapades.]

Dex [formerly Superdog: the Heart of a Hero]
by Caralyn Buehner [small doesn’t mean

weak, Dex’s determination turn him into a superhero who deals with bullies.]
Diary of a Worm
by Doreen Cronin [filled with science facts about worms, other books in the

series teach about spiders and flies.]
DinoBaseball
by Lisa Wheeler [one title in a series of sports loving dinosaurs]
Dog Eared
by Amanda Harvey [dog learns to overcome feelings of selfconsciousness about
his too big ears.]
Dog in Boots
by Greg Gormley [inspired by “Puss in Boots”, dog tries to find the right pair of
shoes]
The Duchess of Whimsy: an Absolutely Delicious Fairy Tale
by Randall De Seve [love &
grilled cheese!]
George and Martha
by James Marshall [series about two hippopotamuses who demonstrate
what friendship is all about]
Goal!
by Mina Javaherbin [school kids in South Africa deal with bullies who steal their soccer
ball.]
The Great Fuzz Frenzy
by Janet Stevens [prairie dog fiasco ensues when tennis ball invades
their tunnel.]

How to Heal a Broken Wing
by Bob Graham [young boy takes the initiative to care for injured
pigeon, and his parents provide just the right support.]
If I Built a Car
by Chris Van Dusen [creative ideas abound as a boy describes his ultimate car]
Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra Stein [hilarious bedtime ritual with little chicken spoiling each
fairy tale.]
Library Mouse
by Daniel Kirk [a mouse who loves to read decides to try his hand at writing]
Mrs. Minetta’s Car Pool by Elizabeth Spurr [this out of print story appeals to anyone’s wish for
adventure.]
Officer Buckle and Gloria
by Peggy Rathman [a dog and a policeman teach safety tips, but

the policeman becomes jealous of the dog’s popularity.]
A Rose for Pinkerton
by Steven Kellogg [series about the goofy Great Dane]
Roxaboxen
by Alice McLerran [memories of playing with the neighborhood kids before TV and

modern distractions]
Scaredy Squirrel
by Melanie Watt [series about a squirrel who finds ways to overcome his
fears]
The Seven Chinese Sisters
by Kathy Tucker [updated Chinese folktale where girls rule]
Shark vs. Train
by Chris Barton [try to predict which will win a competition, depending upon the
type of strength needed]
A Sick Day for Amos McGee
by Philip Stead [Caldecott winner, full of empathy]
Skippyjon Jones
by Judith Schachner [laugh out loud series of a Siamese cat who wishes he

was a Chihuahua.]
Tacky in Trouble
by Helen Lester [series features an oddball penguin who inadvertently saves
the day]
The Woman Who Flummoxed the Fairies
by Heather Forest [great old Scottish folk tale]
1+1=5: and other unlikely additions
by David La Rochelle [encourages critical thinking]
“Early Readers and Easy Chapter Books”
For students to practice independent reading—
Each publisher has specific criteria for their leveled readers. Please be aware that a “Level 1”
Aladdin “Ready to Read” series may be easier than the “Level 1” Puffin “EasytoRead” series.
The American Library Association sponsors The Theodore Seuss Geisel Award which “is given
annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished American book for
beginning readers published in English in the United States during the preceding year.” The list
begins with past Geisel Award Winners and Honor books, many of these stories are part of a
series, and so if your child likes one of these titles, he may want to read the rest of the series.
Remember, reading is more than decoding the words; comprehension is a key component to
becoming a good reader. Your child may want to read these books several times. Talk to your
child about the books he is reading (see “Talking About Books” hints at the end of the list.)
Bink and Gollie
by Kate DiCamillo [2011 Geisel Medal]
Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same!
by Grace Lin [2011 Geisel Honor]
We Are in a Book!
by Mo Willems [2011 Geisel Honor]
Benny and Penny in the Big NoNo!
by Geoffrey Hayes [2010 Geisel Award]

I Spy Fly Guy!
(series) by Tedd Arnold, [2010 Geisel Honor]
Little Mouse Gets Ready
by Jeff Smith [2010 Geisel Honor]
Mouse and Mole: Fine Feathered Friends
by Wong Herbert Yee [2010 Geisel Honor]
Pearl and Wagner: One Funny Day
by Kate McMullan [2010 Geisel Honor]
Are You Ready to Play Outside?
[an Elephant & Piggie book] by Mo Willems [2009 Geisel
Award]
Chicken Said, ‘Cluck!’
by Judyann Ackerman Grant [2009 Geisel Honor]
Stinky
, by Eleanor Davis [2009 Geisel Honor] (Toon Books series)
There Is a Bird on Your Head
[an Elephant & Piggie book] by Mo Willems [2008 Geisel
Award] (series)
Zelda and Ivy: The Runaways
by Laura McGee Kvasnosky [2007 Geisel Award] (series)
Mercy Watson Goes for a Ride
by Kate DiCamillo [2007 Geisel Honor] (series)
Henry and Mudge and the Great Grandpas
by Cynthia Rylant [2006 Geisel Award] (series)
Hi! Fly Guy
by Tedd Arnold [2006 Geisel Honor] (series)

Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa
by Erica Silverman [2006 Geisel Honor] (series)
Amanda Pig and the Really Hot Day
by Jean Van Leeuwen [2006 Geisel Honor] (series)
Bones and the Roller Coaster Mystery
by David A. Adler (Bones series)
On the Go with Pirate Pete and Pirate Joe
by A.E. Cannon (Pirate Pete series)
Biscuit
by Alyssa Capucilli

Dinosaur Hunt
by David Catrow (Max Spaniel series)
Minnie and Moo and the Haunted Sweater
by Denys Cazet (Minnie and Moo series)
Cork and Fuzz
by Dori Chaconas (Cork & Fuzz series)
Brave Norman: a true story
by Andrew Clements (Pets to the Rescue series)
Ben Franklin and His First Kite
by Stephen Krensky (Childhood of Famous Americans series
– Ready to Read editions)
Frog and Toad All Year
by Arnold Lobel (Frog and Toad series)
Annie and Snowball and the DressUp Birthday
by Cynthia Rylant (series)

Iris and Walter
by Elissa Haden Guest [series]
Houndsley and Catina
by James Howe [series]
Young Cam Jansen
by David Adler [series]

Pinky and Rex
by James Howe [series]

Nate the Great
b
y Marjorie Weinman Sharmat [series]
Commander toad and the Planet of the Grapes
by Jane Yolen [series]
NonFiction and Biography
“Read to Learn”
Children love nonfiction, especially the form we call “narrative nonfiction.” These books are
written like a good story, but teach readers about a certain subject. Some are best read aloud to
the child, while others are designed as early readers. Here are some titles and series to try.
Stars Beneath Your Bed: the Surprising Story of Dust
by April Pulley Sayre [did you know
there are different kinds of dust? I hadn’t thought about it until I read this book.]

Wolfsnail: a Backyard Predator
by Sarah C. Campbell [awesome closeup photos!]
Balloons over Broadway: The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade
by Melissa
Sweet [how Tony Sarg invented the “upside down marionettes” that are so beloved in every
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade]
The Camping Trip That Changed America: Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir, and our
National Parks
by Barb Rosenstock [if you are visiting Yosemite (or any National Park) this
summer, this is the book for you.]
Knut: How One Little Polar Bear Captivated the World
by Isabella Hatkoff et al. [a Berlin
Zookeeper raises a polar bear cub and alerts the world to the problem of global warming and
polar bear habitat destruction.]
Note: The Hathoffs have also written: 
Owen & Mzee: the True Story of a Remarkable
Friendship
Winter’s Tale: How One Little Dolphin Learned to Swim Again
Tarra & Bella: the Elephant and Dog Who Became Best Friends
A Picture Book of Helen Keller
by David A. Adler [brief biography of the woman who

overcame being blind and deaf]
Note:
there are over 30 books in David Adler’s “Picture Book Biography” series
Many publishers have easy to read nonfiction series of a more expository nature; i.e. the facts
are laid out in a straightforward report format, rather than as a story. Examples include:
From the 
“DK Readers”
series: 
Dinosaur Dinners
;
Bugs, Bugs, Bugs
;
Star Wars
, etc.
From the 
“Time for Kids”
series: 
Earthquakes!
;
Plants!
;
Snakes!
, etc.
Classic Chapter Books to Read Aloud
When children sit still to listen to longer chapter books, it helps them develop longer attention
spans and the satisfaction of delaying gratification as they patiently wait for the next installment.
It also builds lasting bonds between parent and child.
Akimbo and the Elephants series
by Alexander McCall Smith [a young boy experiences life
on the African game preserve where his father works as a ranger]
Classic Starts series
includes abridged versions of 2
0,000 Leagues Under the Sea
,
The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer
,
Oliver Twist
,
Little Women
and many others. [a good
introduction to classics]
Junie B. Jones series

by
Barbara Park [if you introduce your children to Junie B. you can
discuss her behavior and grammar while you laugh]
Little House in the Big Woods series
by Laura Ingalls Wilder [historical adventures of a

frontier family introduce children to life without the modern conveniences]
Magic Tree House series
by Mary Pope Osborne [almost 50 books about Jack and Annie and
their adventures through time and space to help solve problems]
The Mouse and the Motorcycle series
by Beverly Cleary [adventures of Ralph the mouse on

his motorcycle]
Ramona the Pest series
by Beverly Cleary [Ramona Quimby is the original irrepressible
school girl]

2nd Grade List
Early Readers
(These are great short books to practice reading. Encourage your child to
read each one several times to focus on comprehension.)
Byars, Betsy
Hooray for the Golly Sisters!
(humorous series)
Cazet, Denys 
Minnie and Moo
(humorous series)
Chaconas, Dori 
Cork & Fuzz
(animal series)
Clements, Andrew 
Brave Norman
(Pets to the Rescue nonfiction series)
Hayes, Geoffrey 
Benny and Penny
(comic style series)
Howe, Jame
s
Bunnicula & Friends

(animal series)
Kenah, Katharine 
Best Chef in Second Grade
(school stories series)
Mills, Claudia 
Gus and Grandpa and the TwoWheeled Bike
(realistic family series)
Ross, Pat 
Meet M & M
(school stories series)
Rylant, Cynthia 
Henry and Mudge
( realistic family series)

Rylant, Cynthia 
Annie & Snowball and the DressUp Birthday
(realistic family series)
Rylant, Cynthia 
Mr. Putter and Tabby
(realistic family series)
Sharmat, Marjorie
Nate the Great

(mystery series)

Sharmat, Marjorie 
Olivia Sharp
(Nate the Great’s Cousin) (mystery series)
Yolen, Jane 
Commander Toad in Space
(science fiction series)

Beginning Chapter Books
(Your child may be ready to read these independently, or
you may partner read with your child, or you may read the whole book aloud.)
Adler, David 
Cam Jansen and the Ghostly Mystery
(mystery series)
Cam has a photographic memory which helps her solve mysteries
Applegate, Katherine 
Never Glue Your Friends to Chairs
(“Roscoe Riley” humorous series)
A goodhearted kid who inadvertently causes mayhem as he tries to help.
[Brown, Jeff]
Flat Stanley Adventures

(humorous fantasytravel adventure series)
It’s easy for Stanley to travel the world, because he can go through the mail!
Bruel, Nick
Bad Kitty Gets a Bath

(humorous cat series)
Cats have their own way of bathing, and shouldn’t need soap and water.
Christopher, Matt 
Operation Babysitter
(Soccer Cats series)
Bundy’s performance on the soccer team suffers with his new babysitter.
DiCamillo, Kate 
Bink and Gollie
(humorous realistic fiction)
The comic adventures of two friends.
DiCamillo, Kate 
Mercy Watson to the rescue
(humorous series)
This pet pig will do anything for treats of buttered toast, even wear a tutu.
Gannett, Ruth Stiles 
My Father’s Dragon
(fantasy series)
Elmer hears about a captured dragon and seeks to free him.

Howe, James 
Pinky and Rex
(realistic fiction series)

Stories about two very different kids, yet they are best friends.
Greenburg, J. C. 
Andrew Lost
(humorous science fiction series)
When Andrew shrinks he is able to understand science on a microscopic level.
Guest, Elissa 
Iris and Walter
(realistic fiction series)
Iris moves from the city to the country, Walter teaches her to appreciate her new home.
Hermes, Patricia 
Emma Dilemma and the New Nanny
(humorous realistic fiction)
Emma loves her new nanny and hopes she will stay.
Higginson, Hadley 
Keeker and the Sneaky Pony
(horse series)
Keeker tries to train her Shetland Pony to behave.
Jacobson, Jennifer 
Andy Shane & the Very Bossy Dolores Starbuckle
(humorous realistic
series)
Shy Andy learns to deal with an aggressive classmate.
Kline, Suzy 
Horrible Harry in Room 2B
(humorous realistic fiction series)

Harry’s best friend, Doug, relates all of the mischievous pranks Harry pulls in school.
Song Lee in Room 2B
(humorous realistic fiction series)
Song Lee is as nice as Harry is horrible! She’s spunk with a great sense of humor.
Lowry, Lois 
Gooney Bird Greene
(humorous realistic fiction series)
Gooney may be quirky, but she sure is fun!
McDonald, Megan 
Stink the Incredible Shrinking Kid

(humorous realistic fiction series)
Stink is tired of being the shortest kid in 2nd grade.
Meadows, Daisy
Ruby, the Red Fairy

(Rainbow Magic fantasy series)

The first book about Fairyland involves lots of adventure.
Miles, Ellen 
Puppy Place
(Goldie, etc. realistic fiction pet dog series)

Charles and Lizzie are dedicated to finding the right home for each foster puppy.
Nolan, Lucy 
Down Girl and Sit
(humorous dog series)
Hilariously told from the point of view of two neighboring dogs.
Osborne, Mary Pope 
Magic Tree House
series (

High Tide in Hawaii
, etc. fantasy/historical
fiction)
Jack and Annie’s magic tree house sends them through time for amazing adventures.
Roy, Ron
A to Z Mystery

series (
The Absent Author
, etc.)
Dink, Josh and Ruth Rose solve a variety of mysteries.
Capital Mystery
series (
A Spy in the White House
, etc.)
KC and her friend Marshall solve political mysteries in Washington, D.C.
Shields, Gillian
Mermaid S.O.S.
(fantasy series)
Misty and her friends must find the magic crystals that merfolk need for strength.

Nonfiction Books
(Students need to “read to learn” as much as they
need to “learn to read.” Satisfy your child’s natural curiosity by finding books on
subjects that attract their attention…history, biography, science, pets, sports,
cooking, etc.)
Appelt, Kathi 
Miss Lady Bird’s Wildflowers Are you traveling to the Hill Country?
Share
the story of how Lady Bird Johnson reminded Americans about the importance of conservation

and the beauty of nature.

Childhood of Famous Americans series 
Although not strict biographies, since they are
highly fictionalized, these books introduce readers to important figures in history and help them
understand different historical eras.
Fleming, Candace
Boxes for Katje
B

A young Dutch girl starts a correspondence with a young
American after World War II. Great springboard to discuss helping those in need.
Giovanni,
Nikki Rosa Presents
an illustrated account of Rosa Parks' refusal to give up her
seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955, and the subsequent bus boycott by the black
community.
Hatkoff, Isabella 
Owen & Mzee
A young hippo, Owen, is orphaned after the 2004 tsunami, but
ends up “adopting” an old tortoise, Mzee, as his parent and best friend. Sequel: O
wen & Mzee:
the Language of Friendship.
Hopkinson, Deborah 
Fannie in the Kitchen: the Whole Story from Soup to Nuts of How
Fannie
Farmer Invented Recipes With Precise Measurements

Fannie Farmer is a mother's
helper in the Shaw house, where the daughter gives her the idea of writing down precise
instructions for measuring and cooking, which eventually became one of the first modern
cookbooks.
Katz, Jon 
Meet the Dogs of Bedlam Farm
Contains photographs and the stories of Rose,
Izzy,
Frieda, and Lenore, four dogs that perform various jobs on Bedlam Farm.
Osborne, Will 
Magic Tree House Fact Tracker
series [formerly called 
Magic Tree House
Research Guides
] Relates the authentic research the Osbornes do for the Magic Tree House
series…learn about space, history, animals, etc.
Martin, Jaqueline 
Snowflake Bentley
Biography of a selftaught scientist who devised a
method of photographing hundreds of snowflakes so he could study their unique structure.
Raven, Margot Theis 
Mercedes and the Chocolate Pilot
The true story of a young German

girl, Mercedes Simon, and the American pilot, Gail Halvorsen, who shared hope and joy with the
children of West Berlin by dropping candy filled parachutes during the Berlin Airlift following
World War II.
Ryan, Pam Munoz 
When Marian Sang
An introduction to the life of the extraordinary opera
singer and civil rights activist, Marian Anderson.)
St. George, Judith 
So, You Want to Be President?
A witty introduction to the history of our
nation’s presidents.
Simon, Seymour 
The Dinosaur is the Biggest Animal That Ever Lived, and Other Wrong
Ideas
You Thought Were True

Explains why many commonly accepted scientific
"facts"lightning never strikes twice, the sky is blue, snakes are slimy, etc.are untrue.
Time for Kids series Volcanoes!
Simple text, photographs, and illustrations describe various

types of volcanoes and how they erupt, the work that volcanologists do, and famous volcanoes
such as Mount St. Helen, Mt. Pinatubo, and Mount Vesuvius…other books in the series include
Planets! Ants! Snakes! Spiders!
Turner, Pamela 
Hachiko: the True Story of a Loyal Dog
Even after his owner’s death, a dog

continues to wait faithfully at the Tokyo train station for his master to return.
Wheeler, Jill C. 
Gertrude Chandler Warner
Biography of the author of the popular Boxcar

Children series of books, discussing her struggles with poor health, her work as a teacher, Red
Cross volunteer, and writer. Part of the “Checkerboard Biography Library.”

More Chapter Books
 Why is a good series of books like a bag of potato chips?
Because you can’t read just one!
Avi Poppy
(series) Poppy the deer mouse urges her family to move next to a field of corn big
enough to feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas. Avi has created
a cast of memorable characters that experience all sorts of adventures. Additional books in the
series include: 
Poppy and Rye
,
Ragweed
,
Ereth’s Birthday
,
Poppy’s Return
, and 
Poppy and Ereth
.)
“Classic Starts”
series includes titles such as R

obinson Crusoe
,
Great Expectations
,
Little
Women
, etc. An abridged version of a classic helps the reader understand the plot and
characters, which can prepare them to concentrate on the literary themes when they read the
original in later years.
Cleary, Beverly
Ramona the Pest

(series) Ramona is one of the most endearing characters in
children’s literature. We are introduced to her as a kindergarten student, and in subsequent
books we watch her grow up. Beverly Cleary has created a cast of character that embrace a
range of human qualities. Other Ramona books include 
Ramona the Brave
,
Beezus and
Ramona
,
Ramona Quimby
,
Age 8
,
Ramona and Her Mother
,
Ramona and Her Father
,
Ramona Forever.
Henry Huggins
(series) If boys balk at reading the Ramona series, because it is about a girl,
then at least let them hear about Ramona and Beezus’s neighbor, Henry Huggins. In the first
book 
When Henry adopts Ribsy
,
a dog of no particular breed, humorous adventures follow.
Series also includes: 
Henry and Ribsy
,
Henry and the Clubhouse
,
Henry and Beezus
,
Ribsy
.
Mouse and the Motorcycle
(series) Beverly Cleary has also written a series of animal

fantasies about Ralph the mouse. A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a
boy in room 215 of the Mountain View Inn and discovers the joys of motorcycling. Other books
in the series are
:
Runaway Ralph
and 
Ralph S. Mouse
.
Dahl, Roald 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Charlie Bucket lives a poor, but honest, life

with his family, but his luck changes on the day he finds a golden ticket in one Mr. Wonka’s
chocolate bars. He is one of five lucky winners allowed to visit the mysterious chocolate factory.
Fortunately, Charlie’s virtues keep him safe, while the flaws of the other children cause them to
drop out of the tour one by one.
James and the Giant Peach
James has a miserable life with his two mean aunts, but his
fortune changes the day he wakes up to find a giant peach growing on a tree in his yard, which
is inhabited by giant garden creatures. He joins them for a rollicking adventure.
Jenkins, Emily 
Toys Go Out
(series) The adventures of three best friends (a knowledgeable

stingray, a toughy little buffalo, and someone called Plastic) who happen to be toys. Sequels:
Toy Dance Party
and 
Toys Come Home
.
Martin, Anne 
The Doll People
(series) A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same
house for one hundred years is taken aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and
doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor. Sequels: 
The Meanest Doll in the World
,
The
Runaway Dolls.
Warner, Gertrude Chandler 
The Boxcar Children
(series) Henry, Jessie, Violet and Benny

Alden are orphans who are afraid they will be split up into different foster homes; so they run
away and live in an abandoned boxcar until their grandfather eventually finds them and keeps
the family together
Wilder, Laura Ingalls 
Little House in the Big Woods
(series) Based upon the author’s
experiences growing up on the Wisconsin frontier, as she and her sister help their mother with
the daily chores, enjoy their father's stories and singing, and share special occasions when they
get together with relatives or neighbors. The series continues with L
ittle House on the Prairi
e
,
Little Town on the Prairie
,
On the Banks of Plum Creek
, etc. There are other series about
Laura’s ancestors and descendants, such as 
“The Martha Years”
about Laura’s Scottish
greatgrandmother or 
“The Rose Years”
about Laura and Almanzo Wilder’s daughter.


3rd Grade List
Adventure
Akimbo and the Elephants
by Alexander McCall Smith (1990)
On the African game preserve where his father works, Akimbo devises a dangerous plan to
capture a ring of elephant poachers. Sequels: A
kimbo and the Lions
,
Akimbo and the
Baboons
,
Akimbo and the Crocodile Man
,
Akimbo and the Snakes
.
The Boxcar Children
by Gertrude Chandler Warner (1942)
First in a series of 32 titles (19 in the original series, with the later volumes written by different
authors) that chronicles the adventures of 4 orphaned children who take up residence in an
abandoned boxcar in order to remain together. Eventually they meet and move in with the
grandfather they thought did not care for them but soon discover him to be a loving and
devoted part of their family.
Classic Starts series
Includes such classics as 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
,
The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn
,
The Adventures of Robin Hood
,
Dracula
,
Frankenstein
,
MobyDick
,
Oliver
Twist

,
Sherlock Holmes
,
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
,
Call of the of Wild
and many others

edited for younger readers.
Deep Waters
(Zac Power series) by H.I. Larry (2008)

While on his first solo spy mission, Zac Power uses the amphibious submersible to locate an
enemy submarine located on the bottom of the ocean, but destroying the submarine will not be
his only obstacle. Sequels: 
Mind Games
,
Poison Island
.
The End of the Beginning
by Avi (2004)
Avon the snail and Edward, a takecharge ant, set off together on a journey to an undetermined
destination in search of unspecified adventures.
.
Lost Treasure of the Emerald Eye
by Geronimo Stilton (2004)
The discovery of an old map by his sister Thea leads Geronimo and his family to search for
buried treasure on a faraway island. Sequels: there are over 20 books in the series, many
featuring Thea Stilton, Geronimo’s sister.
Toys Go Out
by Emily Jenkins (2006)
Six stories relate the adventures of three best friends, who happen to be toys. Sequel: 
Toy
Dance Party
,
Toys Come Home
.
Tuesdays at the Castle
by Jessica Day George (2011)
When King and Queen Glower are ambushed and their fate is unknown, it's up to Celie, with her
secret knowledge of the castle's neverending twists and turns, to protect their home and save
their kingdom.

Fantasy
Anyone But Me
by Nancy Krulik, (2002)
Katie Carew, nicknamed Katie Kazoo by the class bully, had no idea what would happen when
she wished that she could be anyone but herself. But now her wish has come true,
andswitcheroo!she keeps turning into other people and even animals! This is the first in a
series entitled 
Katie Kazoo Switcheroo
which includes ten additional titles detailing the further
adventures of Katie.
The Doll People
by Ann M. Martin (2000)
A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred years is taken
aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor.
Sequels: 
The Meanest Doll in the World
,
The Runaway Dolls
.
The Dragon in the Sock Drawer
by Kate Klimo (2009)
Tenyearold cousins Jesse and Daisy have always wanted something magical to happen to
them. So it’s a wish come true when Jesse’s newly found thunder egg hatches and a helpless,
tiny, but very loud, baby dragon pops out. Soon the two kids are at the dragon’s beck and call,
trying to figure out what to feed her. An Internet search leads them to the library, which
leads them back to the Internet, where they find a very strange Web site called
foundadragon.org. Here the cousins discover that the dragon’s hatching has designated them
“Dragon Keepers.” (first of 5 books in the Dragon Keepers series)
The Forests of Silence
by Emily Rodda (2001)
Lief and Barda search for the seven lost stones of the Belt of Deltora, hoping to rid their land of
the evil Shadow Lord, who has enslaved Deltora's people and hidden the stones in the most
dangerous places in the kingdom. This is the first in the series entitled D
eltora Quest
which
includes seven additional titles.

Flight of the Phoenix
by R. L. La Fevers (2009)
Book one in the Beastologist series introduces 10 yearold Nathaniel Fludd who has been
orphaned when his parents are declared lost at sea. He is sent to live with his aunt to learn the
family business of mapmaking and beastology. The story is packed with adventure and
mythological creatures in exotic settings.
Frankie Pickle and the Mathematical Menace
by Eric Wight
Frankie's facing his greatest challenge yet: his MATH QUIZ. He'd rather live in a world without
math, but his quiz has other plans. It transports him to Arithmecca, a world filled with horrible
number monsters! Armed with only his pencil, Frankie must learn to divide and conquer if he's
going to ace his quiz and defeat THE MATHEMATICAL MENACE. Others in series:
Frankie Pickle and the Closet of Doom
,
Frankie Pickle and the Pine Run 3000
.
How to Train Your Dragon
by Cressida Cowell (2004)

Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he
tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by
catching and training a dragon. 8 books in the series.
Knights of the Kitchen Table
by Jon Scieszka (1991)
One minute they're looking at pictures of knights in the book, a birthday gift from Joe's magician
uncle, the next minute they're battling firebreathing dragons. Will Joe, Fred, and Sam escape
death? The first of twelve titles in
The Time Warp Trio
series.
The Littles
by John Lawrence Peterson (1067)
When the Biggs go on a threemonth vacation and an untidy family from the city moves into the
house, the Littles must take action. Sequels: T
he Littles to the Rescue
,
The Littles Have a
Wedding
,
The Littles Give a Party
,
The Littles Go Exploring
,
The Littles and the Big
Storm
,
The Littles and the Lost Children
, The Littles go to School, T
he Littles and Their
Amazing New Friend
.
The Magic of Merlin
by Stephanie Spinner (2000)
An introduction to the story of the magician Merlin and his role in the life of King Arthur.
The Third Wish
by Emily Rodda (1994)
When her home is threatened by fire, Jessie returns to the magical world of the Realm and visits
the mermaids of UnderSea to search for a wishstone. Sequels in
The Fairy Realm
series: 
The
Charm Bracelet
,
The Flower Fairies
.
Historical Fiction/ History
The Curse of King Tut’s Mummy
by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld (2007)
Seventeenyearold Howard Carter searches the Valley of the Kings for the tomb of King Tut
and the treasures that may be found there and could be cursed.
Hannah
by Gloria Whelan (1993)
Hannah, a blind girl living in Michigan in the late nineteenth century, doesn't go to school until a
new teacher tells her about the Braille method of reading for the blind.
Little House in the Big Woods
by Laura Ingalls Wilder (1953)

Part of the Little House series, this book tells of the life of Mary and Laura Ingalls growing up on
the Wisconsin frontier.

Meet Cecile
by Denise Lewis (2011)
Set in the 1850’s in New Orleans, this new installment to the American Girl series tells of an
AfricanAmerican girl who forms an unlikely friendship with new girl, Marie Grace and their
adventures together.
Meet Marie Grace
by Sarah M. Buckey (2011)
One of the newest in the American Girl series, shy Marie Grace moves to New Orleans in the
1850’s and longs to take singing lessons from a talented opera singer.
Our Strange New Land
by Patricia Hermes (2000)
Nineyearold Elizabeth keeps a journal of her experiences in the New World as she encounters
Indians, suffers hunger and the death of friends, and helps her father build their first home.
From the
My America

series. Other titles in the series: 

As Far As I Can See: Meg’s Diary
(
Kate McMullan), 
The Starving Time
( Patricia Hermes), 
Westward to Home
( Patricia
Hermes), 
After the Rain
( Mary Pope Osborne), 
My Brother’s Keeper
( Mary Pope Osborne).
Pioneer Cat
by William Hooks (1988)
When a young pioneer girl smuggles a cat aboard the wagon train taking her family from
Missouri to Oregon, it turns out to be the best thing she could have done.
Pirate’s Promise
by Clyde Robert Bulla (1958)
While on his way to America in 1716, an English boy is captured by pirates.
Sailing for Gold
by Deborah Hopkinson (2004)
Davey moves to Alaska with his uncle and gets involved in the Klondike gold rush.
The Titanic: an interactive history adventure
by Bob Temple (2008)
Describes the events surrounding the sinking of the ship "Titanic" in 1912, revealing the
historical details from the perspectives of a firstclass passenger, a thirdclass passenger, and a
crewmember. Other books in the 
You Choose
series include
World War II
,
The Battle of
Bunker Hill
,
The Underground Railroad
,
The Battle of the Alamo
,&
The Wild West
.
Humor
George’s Marvelous Medicine
by Roald Dahl (1991)
Dahl's humorous story tells about George, the mischievous medicine maker, and the bewitching
effects that his potent potion has on his grumpy grandma and the farmyard animals.
How to Eat Fried Worms
by Thomas Rockwell (1973)

Two boys settle a bet by proving that worms can make a delicious meal…Would you dare to eat
10 worms in 10 days?
Lunch Walks Among Us
by Jim Benton (2003)
Franny K. Stein is a mad scientist who prefers all things spooky and creepy, but when she has
trouble making friends at her new school she experiments with fitting inwhich works until a
monster erupts from the trashcan. Sequels: T
he Invisible Fran
,
The Fran That Time Forgot
,
The Attack of the 50 Foot Cupid
,
The Fran With Four Brains
,
Frantastic Voyage
,
The Franidate
.
Maybelle in the Soup
by Katie Speck (2007)
Mr. and Mrs. Peabody invite a guest to dinner, but Maybelle the cockroach, who lives under
their refrigerator, ignores the warnings of Henry the flea to be sensible and ends up "splashing"

into a big adventure. Sequel: 
Maybelle Goes to Tea
.
Smarter Than Squirrels
by Lucy Nolan (2004)
Recounts the adventures of a rambunctious dog who thinks her name is Down Girl and her next
door neighbor, Sit, as they try to keep the world safe from dangerous squirrels, the paper boy,
and a frightening creature named Here Kitty Kitty. Sequels: 
On the Road
,
Bad to the Bone
.
Stink: The Incredible Shrinking Kid
by Megan McDonald (2005)

The shortest kid in the second grade, James Moody, also known as Stink, learns all about the
shortest president of the United States, James Madison, when they celebrate Presidents' Day at
school. Sequels: 
Stink and the Incredible Super Galactic Jawbreaker
,
Stink and the
World’s Worst Super Stinky Sneakers
,
Stink and the Great Guinea Pig Express
,
Stinkopedia: Super Stinky Stuff From A to Zzzzz.

Mystery/Ghost Stories
The Astro Outlaw
by David A. Kelly (2012)
While attending an evening baseball game, Mike and Kate try to solve the mystery of who stole
a moonrock from an astronaut they had met while touring the Johnston Space Center earlier
that day. Other titles in the 
Ballpark Mysteries
series are: 
The Fenway FoulUp
,
The L.A.
Dodger
, and 
The Pinstripe Ghost
.
The Blue Ghost
by Marion Dane Bauer (2005)
While visiting her grandmother's log cabin, Liz encounters the ghost of her greatgreatgreat
grandmother and suddenly finds that she has been transported back in time. Sequels: T
he
Green Ghost
,
The Red Ghost
. Another mystery by this author is T
he Secret of the Painted
House
.
Bunnicula
by James Howe (1979)

As told by Harold the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human family that the little bunny
they have found and adopted might really be a vampire rabbit!
Cam Jansen
series by David A. Adler
Cam Jansen has a photographic memory, perfect for solving mysteries. Choose from 20 titles in
the series
The Chameleon Wore Chartreuse
by Bruce Hale (2000)
When hired by a fellow fourthgrader to find her missing brother, Chet Gecko uncovers a plot
involving a Gila monster's revenge upon the school football team. First in the eleven book C
het
Gecko Mystery
series.
Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective
by Donald Sobol (1963)

Encyclopedia Brown, a tenyearold detective, uses his intelligence to help solve ten puzzling
crimes. The reader is invited to figure out the solutions along with Encyclopedia, and then check
the answer to each mystery at the back of the book. This is the first of nineteen 
Encyclopedia
Brown
mysteries.
Key to the Treasure
by Peggy Parish (1966)
Three youngsters use a code to retrieve a treasure hidden on their grandfather's farm. Other
titles in the 
“Liza, Jed and Bill”
mystery series include: T
he Haunted House
,
The Ghosts of
Cougar Island
,
The Mystery of Hermit Dan
, and 
Pirate Island Adventure
.

Lost in the Tunnel of Time
by Sharon Draper (2011)
The boys discover their hometown was a stop on the Underground Railroad and are excited to
explore the part of the tunnel that is right under their school. When a trapdoor slams behind
them, locking them in the tunnel, there's only one thing they can do  plunge deeper and deeper
into the darkness. Where will the tunnel lead them? And will the old, crumbling walls
hold until they find their way to the end? Series: 
Clubhouse Mysteries
. Sequels: 
Shadows of
Caesar’s Creek
and 
Space Mission Adventure
.
The Mystery of the Alamo Ghost
by Carol Marsh (2003)
Four kids visit the Alamo and become ensnarled in a mystery where clues take them along the
River Walk and through old San Antonio on a mission to save the Alamo. Also in the series: T
he
Mystery on the Oregon Trail
.
Realistic Fiction
Abigail Iris, the One and Only
by Lisa Glatt (2009)
Abigail Iris thinks she would rather be an only child but after going on vacation with her best
friend, who is an "Only," she realizes there are benefits of being one of many. Sequel: A
bigail
Iris:
the Pet Project

Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School and Other Scary Things
by Lenore Look (2008)
A young boy in Concord, Massachusetts, who loves superheroes and comes from a long line of
brave Chinese farmer warriors, wants to make friends, but first he must overcome his fear of
everything. This is the first in a series of 4 titles and was a 20092010 Texas Bluebonnet
nominee. Sequel: 
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Camping, Hiking and Other Natural Disasters
.
Anna Hibiscus
by Atinuke (2010)
Anna Hibiscus loves her life in Africa where she lives in a wonderful house with her entire family,
but longs to see snow. Others in the series:
Good Luck, Anna Hibiscus!
,
Have Fun, Anna
Hibiscus!
,
Hooray for Anna Hibiscus!
Basketball Bats
by Betty Hicks (2008)
Henry learns a lesson in teamwork when his team, the Bats, takes on a more experienced team,
the Tigers. Also in the 
“Gym Shorts”
series:
Track Attack
,
GoofOff Goalie
Clementine
by Sara Pennypacker (2006)
While sorting through difficulties in her friendship with her neighbor Margaret, eightyearold
Clementine gains several unique hairstyles while also helping her father in his efforts to banish
pigeons from the front of their apartment building. Sequels: C
lementine’s Letter
,
The
Talented
Clementine

,
Clementine and the Family Meeting
,
Clementine:
Friend of the

Week
.
Don’t Sit on My Lunch
by Abby Klein (2005)
When firstgrader Freddy decides to try out for peewee hockey, his archenemy and school bully
Max decides to also try out for the one slot left on the team. One of twelve titles in the
Ready,

Freddy!
series.
Frankly, Frannie
by A. J. Stern (2010)
Frannie, known this week as Frankly, is a girl on a mission. After she gets over the initial relief of
being allowed to go with her class to the local radio station–the last field trip involved some

unauthorized touching of papers that led to soggy results–she decides that it is time to get a job.
She fashions her own business cards and résumé, which she plans on leaving at the station
during the trip. But Frankly can't help being her curious and dogooder self, and things do not go
as planned. Instead of finding a job, she finds a whole lot of onair trouble. Sequels: 
Doggy Day
Care
,
Fashion Frenzy
, etc.
Herbie Jones
by Suzy Kline (1985)
Herbie's experiences in the third grade include finding bones in the boy's bathroom, wandering
away from his class on their field trip, and being promoted to a higher reading group. Sequels:
Herbie Jones and the Monster Ball
,
Herbie Jones and the Class Gift
,
Herbie Jones and
the Hamburger Head
,
Herbie Jones and the Dark Attic
,
Herbie Jones and the Birthday
Showdown
,
Herbie Jones Moves On
.
Ivy + Bean
by Annie Barrows (2006)
When sevenyearold Bean plays a mean trick on her sister, she finds unexpected support for
her antics from Ivy, the new neighbor, who is less boring than Bean first suspected. The I
vy +
Bean
series includes 8 additional titles.
Judy Moody
by Megan McDonald (2000)
Third grader Judy Moody is in a first day of school bad mood until she gets an assignment to
create a collage all about herself and begins creating her masterpiece, the Me collage. Sequels:
Judy Moody Gets Famous
,
Judy Moody Saves the World
,
Judy Moody M.D.: the Doctor
is in!
,
Judy Moody Predicts the Future
,
Judy Moody Declares Independence
,
Judy
Moody
Around the World in 8 ½ Days!

,
Judy Moody Goes to College
.
Just Grace
by Charise Mericle Harper (2007)

Misnamed by her teacher, sevenyearold Just Grace prides herself on being empathetic, but
when she tries to help a neighbor feel better, her good intentions backfire. Sequels: S
till Just
Grace
,
Just Grace Walks the Dog
.
Kick It!
By Matt Christopher (2003)
After Alan accidentally kicks his teammate Eddie during a game, he not only has problems
kicking but also has to endure teasing by another fullback. Sequels: 
Operation Babysitter,
Secret Weapon.
Piper Reed, the Great Gypsy 
by Kimberly Willis Holt (2008)
While her father, a Navy Chief, is on ship duty for six months, nineyearold Piper stays busy
with new neighbors, Christmas at a spaceship beach house, a trip to New Orleans, and
especially the upcoming Gypsy Club pet show. This is the sequel to the 20092010 Bluebonnet
nominee 
Piper Reed, Navy Brat
. There are seven titles in the Piper Reed series.
Ruby and the Booker Boys: Brand New School, Brave New Ruby 
by Derrick Barnes
(2008)
When Ruby Booker starts third grade at Hope Road Academy, the same school her three
illustrious older brothers attend, she tries hard to make an impression of her own.
The Small Adventure of Popeye and Elvis
by Barbara O’Connor (2009)
In Fayette, South Carolina, the highlight of Popeye's summer is learning vocabulary words with
his grandmother until a motor home gets stuck nearby and Elvis, the oldest boy living inside,
joins Popeye in finding the source of strange boats floating down the creek.
The Stories Huey Tells
by Ann Cameron (1995)

Julian’s younger brother relates his own stories about family life. Sequels: M
ore Stories Huey
Tells
.
The Year of the Dog
by Grace Lin (2006)
Frustrated at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young Taiwanese American girl sets out
to apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of the Dog, those of making best friends and finding
oneself, to her own life. Sequel: T
he Year of the Rat.

Animal Fiction
The Buddy Files: The Case of the Lost Boy
by Dori Hillestad Butler (2010)
King’s family is missing and he finds himself in the dog pound. When he gets adopted, his new
family calls him Buddy, but then Connor, the boy from his new family goes missing! Will King
ever find his missing family and will “Buddy” ever find the missing Connor? Sequels:
The Case
of the MixedUp Mutts
,
The Case of the Fire Alarm
, and T
he Case of the Missing Family
The Cat Club
by Esther Averill (1944)
Jenny Linsky is a shy black cat who wears a red scarf and belongs to Captain Tinker. She longs
to join the Cat Club, which is a group of talented neighborhood cats; one can sing, one can
dance, one can play the nose flute. But poor Jenny doesn’t know how to do anything, until
Captain Tinker makes her a pair of beautiful skates. This is the first book in a charming
series which was recently republished by the New York Review. The ESD library has 10 books
in the series, including 
The School for Cats
,
Jenny’s First Party
, and 
Jenny’s Adopted
Brothers
.
Class Pet’s: the ghost of P.S. 42
by Frank Asch (2002)
Molly and her brother Jake are two mice in search of the perfect home when they enter P.S.
#42, but they soon discover that the school has as many dangers as wondersincluding the
ghost of a class pet.
Guinea Dog
by Patrick Jennings (2011)
Rufus has been dreaming of getting a dog. His best friend has one. His worst friend has one.
But his dad has a few objections: They whine. They gnaw. They bark. They scratch. They beg.
They drool. Rufus pays no attention when his mom offers her thinkoutsidethebox suggestion,
because she can't be serious. She can't be. She can be. And she actually
comes home with a guinea pig. And if Rufus's dad thinks dogs are a problem, he won't know
what hit him when he meets the Guinea Pig that Thinks She's a Dog. She barks. She bites.
She'll eat your homework.
Kitten Crowd
by Ben Baglio
Mandy tries to find someone willing to adopt six kittens. One of many books in the “

Animal
Ark”
series.
Horse Diaries #1: Elska
by Catherine Hapka (2009)
Elska is a silver dapple Icelandic filly. She spends summers frisking about the countryside and
winters in the farmyard, where the girl human Amma takes special care of her. But when a
powerful neighbor notices Elska, her contented life suddenly changes. Sequels: other books are
about different breeds of horses, including
Bell’s Star
(a Morgan Horse) and 
Koda
(a
quarterhorse)

A New Beginning
by Sue Bentley (2009)
Lily, who works at a riding stable and wants a pony of her own, helps a magic puppy that is
really a wolf in disguise, and in return he uses his magic to help her get a pony. Also in the
Magic Puppy
series:
Party Dreams
.
Obi, Gerbil on the Loose
by Michael Delaney
Obi, a young gerbil named for the Jedi knight in Star Wars, lives a cushy existence with the
Armstrongs until they go on vacation, leaving a neighbor boy to feed all the pets. Unfortunately,
Tad doesn’t know about Obi (headphones prevent him from hearing her frantic yelps), so he
doesn’t feed her. Hungry Obi finally breaks out of her cage, beginning her adventures.
The Trouble With Chickens
by Doreen Cronin (2011)

A hardbitten former searchandrescue dog helps solve a complicated missing chicken case.
Surprises According to Humphrey
by Betty G. Birney (2008)
While continuing to help his classmates solve their problems, Humphrey, pet hamster of
Longfellow School's Room 26, faces many surprises, like rolling in a hamster ball, a substitute
janitor who might be an alien, and the possibility of Mrs. Brisbane retiring. Others in the series:
Adventure According to Humphrey
,
Friendship According to Humphrey
,
Summer
According to Humphrey
,
Trouble According to Humphrey
, and 
The World According to
Humphrey
.
A Summer Spell
by Sue Bentley (2006)
Spending a boring summer in the country with her aunt turns exciting for tenyearold Lisa after
she discovers a magic kittenFlamewho helps her discover the ones responsible for shooting
the local deer. Also in the 
Magic Kitten
series: 
Classroom Chaos
.
Wild Times at the Bed and Biscuit
by Joan Carris (2009)
Ernest the pig fancies himself the leader of the animals at the Bed and Biscuit animal boarding
house and encourages the longtime resident animals to behave while helping the new arrivals
to adjust to their new surroundings.
The Winner’s Walk
by Nancy Ruth Patterson (2006)
Surrounded by a multi talented family, nineyearold Case Callahan feels driven to succeed, but
his failed attempts at various competitions discourage him until he finds a stray dog with a
surprising past.
Young Fredle
by Cynthia Voight (2011)
Fredle, a young mouse cast out of his home, faces dangers and predators outside, makes some
important discoveries and allies, and learns the meaning of freedom as he struggles to return
home.

4th Grade List
Adventure

Hatchet
by Gary Paulsen (1987) [Newbery Honor Award]

After a plane crash, thirteenyearold Brian spends fiftyfour days in the wilderness, learning to
physically survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother; but he also learns to
emotionally survive his parents' divorce. Sequels: 
Brian’s Hun
The River
,
Brian’s Return
,
Brian’s Winter
, Brian’s Hunt
Hoot 
by Carl Hiaasen (2002)
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to
save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.
Island of the Blue Dolphins
by Scott O’Dell (1960) [winner of the Newbery Medal]
Left alone on a beautiful but isolated island off the coast of California, a young Native American
girl spends eighteen years, not only merely surviving through her enormous courage and
selfreliance, but also finding a measure of happiness in her solitary life. Inspired by the true
story of Juana Maria who lived alone on San Nicholas Island from 18351853.
My Side of the Mountain
by Jean George (1959) [Newbery Honor Award]
Young Sam Gribley leaves New York City and spends a year living by himself in a remote area
of the Catskill Mountains.
The Mysterious Benedict Society
by Trenton Lee Stewart (2007)
After passing a series of mindbending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that
requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the
only rule is that there are no rules. Sequels: 
T
he Mysterious Benedict Society and the
Perilous
Journey

,
The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Prisoner’s Dilemma
and a
prequel entitled 
The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict
.
Trapped in Death Cave
by Bill Wallace (1984)
A posthumous letter referring to buried treasure convinces Gary that his grandfather did not die
a natural death and, with his friend Brian, he sets out to find both the treasure and his
grandfather's killer.
Weasel 
by Cynthia De Felice (1990)
Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839 while his father is recovering from an injury,
elevenyear old Nathan runs afoul of the renegade killer known as Weasel and makes a
surprising discovery about the concept of revenge.
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon
by Grace Lin (2009) [Newbery Honor Award]
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon
who cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless
Mountain and freshness to Jade River.
Animals
Animal Rescue Team
(series) by Sue Stauffacher (2012)
Chronicles the adventures of the Carter family who run Carter’s Urban Rescue, the place you
call when you find an animal where it shouldn’t be. Though the cast of animal characters is
different in each book, certain themes persist. Readers will learn that it is important to treat
wildlife appropriately and that each animal is different in terms of how one should interact with it.
Subplots talk about friendship, siblings the environment, etc., in an engaging, humorous

style.
A Dog Called Kitty
by Bill Wallace (1980)
Afraid of dogs since he was attacked by a mad one, Ricky resists taking in a homeless pup that
shows up at the farm. His animal stories can be both humorous and poignant. Others include:
The Backward Bird Dog
,
Beauty
,
No Dogs Allowed
, etc.
How to Steal a Dog
by Barbara O’Connor (2007)
Georgianna and her younger brother devise a plan to help improve their family’s desperate
financial situation which involves a scheme to steal a dog in order to collect the reward money.
Into the Wild
by Erin Hunter (2004)
Rusty, a bored house kitten, is apprenticed by the ThunderClan and must struggle to fit in when
the group of feral cats is threatened by the enemy ShadowClan. This is the first book in the
Warrior
series. Sequels:
Fire and Ice
,
Forest of Secrets
.
Kaspar, the Titanic Cat
by Michael Morpurgo (2012)
After meeting Lizziebeth, Kasper and owner, Johnny find themselves traveling with her family on
England’s newest and most magnificent ship, the Titanic.
Old Yeller
by Fred Gipson (1956)
In the late 1860s in the Texas hill country, a big yellow dog and a fourteenyearold boy form a
close, loving relationship. This is Father Harmuth’s favorite book!
The One and Only Ivan
by Katherine Applegate
Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade, he has grown
accustomed to humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses
his life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly ever thinks about it at all. Then he meets Ruby, a baby
elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their home—and his own art—through
new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a change
for the better.
Tango
by Eileen Beha (2009)
Lost at sea while sailing with his wealthy owners, a Yorkshire terrier washes up, nearly dead, in
a village on Prince Edward Island where he is nursed back to health by a lonely widow and is
befriended by a fox and an abandoned waif who is also struggling to find a home for herself
somewhere.
Lone Wolf
by Kathryn Lasky (2011)
First in the 
Wolves of the Beyond
series, a baby wolf abandoned by his pack and with a
mysterious mark on his deformed paw survives and embarks on a journey that will change the
world of the wolves of the Beyond. Other titles in the series: 
Shadow Wolf 
and W
atch Wolf
.

Fantasy/Science Fiction
The City of Ember
by Jeanne DuPrau (2003)
In the city of Ember, twelveyearold Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to
run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.
Sequels: 
The People of Sparks
,
The Prophet of Yonwood
,
The Diamond of Darkhold
.
Eragon
by Christopher Paolini (2005)
Fifteenyearold Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny as a

Dragon Rider is revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice
from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and
power. Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire. Others in 
The Inheritance Cycle
series: 
Eldest
,
Brisingr

, and I
nheritance
.
Fablehaven
by Brandon Mull (2006)
Kendra and Seth find themselves in the midst of a battle between good and evil when they visit
their grandparents' estate and discover that it is a sanctuary for magical creatures.
Sequels:
Rise of the Evening Star
,
Grip of the Shadow Plague
,
Secrets of the Dragon’s
Sanctuary
, and 
Keys to the Demon Prison
.
Gregor the Overlander
by Suzanne Collins (2003)
When elevenyearold Gregor and his twoyearold sister are pulled into a strange underground
world, they trigger an epic battle involving humans, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while
on a quest foretold by ancient prophecy. Sequels: G
regor and the Prophecy of Bane
,
Gregor
and the Curse of the Warmbloods
,
Gregor and the Marks of Secret
,
Gregor and the
Code of
Claw

.
The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan (2005)

After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea,
twelveyearold Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, and joins his new
friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods.The first in a series entitled
Percy

Jackson and the Olympians
. Sequels: 
The Sea of Monsters
,
The Titan’s Curse
,
The
Battle of the Labyrinth
, and 
The Last Olympian
.
The Lost Hero
by Rick Riordan (2010)

First in the 
Heroes of Olympus
series, the setting takes the reader back to Camp HalfBlood
(introduced in the Percy Jackson series) where Jason, Piper and Leo find out that they are
demigods and begin a quest to free Hera who has been imprisoned by Mother Earth herself.
The Red Pyramid
by Rick Riordan (2010)
First in the 
Kane Chronicles
series Brilliant Egyptologist Dr. Julius Kane accidentally
unleashes the Egyptian god Set, who banishes the doctor to oblivion and forces his two children
to embark on a dangerous journey, bringing them closer to the truth about their family and its
links to a secret order that has existed since the time of the pharaohs. Sequel: T
he Throne of
Fire.
The Magic Thief
by Sarah Prineas (2009)

Conn's life is forever changed when he tries to pick the pocket of the wizard Nevery and instead
gets a strong jolt of magic, but, instead of punishing the boy, Nevery takes Conn under his wing,
teaches him magic, and enlists his help in finding the person responsible for stealing the city's
dwindling magic supply. Sequels in 
The Magic Thief
series: 
The Magic Thief: Lost
,
The
Magic
Thief: Found

The Name of This Book is Secret
by Pseudonymous Bosch (2007)
Cassandra and Max find a missing magician's notebook and start to investigate the fire which
burnt down his house and his mysterious "symphony of smells." Others in T
he Secret
Series:
This Isn’t What it Looks Like
,
You Have to Stop This
, and 
This Book is Not Good For
You.
The Tail of Emily Windsnap
by Liz Kessler (2004)

After finally convincing her mother that she should take swimming lessons, twelveyearold
Emily discovers a terrible and wonderful secret about herself that opens up a whole new world.
Sequels: 
Emily Windsnap and the Monster from the Deep
and 
Emily Windsnap and the
Castle in the Mist.
When You Reach Me
by Rebecca Stead (2009) [Newbery Medal]
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000
Pyramid," a twelve yearold New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious
notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.
Readers will especially appreciate this book if they have already read the Newbery Award
winning 
A Wrinkle in Time.
A Wrinkle in Time
by Madeleine L’Engle (1962)

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's
father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government. Sequels: A

Wind
in the Door

,
A Swiftly Tilting Planet
,
Many Waters
.

Historical Fiction/History
Anne Frank: Life in Hiding
by Johanna Hurwitz (1988)
A biography of the young Jewish girl made famous after her death in the Holocaust by the
publishing of her diary detailing the two years her family hid from the Nazis during World War II.
Gabriel’s Horses 
by Alison Hart (2007 )
In Kentucky, during the Civil War, the twelveyearold slave Gabriel, contends with a cruel new
horse trainer and skirmishes with Confederate soldiers as he pursues his dream of becoming a
jockey. Sequels: 
Gabriel’s Journey
and
Gabriel’s Triumph
.
The Shark Attacks of 1916
by Lauren Tarshis (2010)
Tenyearold Chet Roscow, who had been thrilled by the news of an aggressive great white
shark attacking people all along the Atlantic coast, goes swimming with his friends in
Springfield, New Jersey, one day, and wonders if he sees a shark in the water. Other titles in
the 
I Survived
series: 
The Bombing of Pearl Harbor, 1941
and H
urricane Katrina 2005
.
Mr. Tucket
series by Gary Paulsen (1994)
A boy captured by Indians on his way West is befriended by a onearmed man who rescues
him, teaches him to shoot, and shows him how to survive on his own. C
all Me Francis Tucket
,
Tucket’s Ride
,
Tucket’s Gold
,
Tucket’s Home
, and
Tucket’s Travels: Francis
Tucket’s

Adventures in the West, 18471849
.
Number the Stars
by Lois Lowry (1989)
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, tenyearold Annemarie learns how to be
brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.
.
The 
“You Choose”
series of interactive history adventures [some specific titles are: T
he
Titanic
by Bob Temple, 
The Golden Age of Pirates
by Bob Temple, W
orld War II
by
Elizabeth Raum, 
The Wild West
by Allison Lassieur.]
Humor

The Original Adventures of Hank the Cowdog
(1983) by John R. Erikson

Hank the Cowdog, Head of Ranch Security, is framed for the murder of a chicken and becomes
an outlaw with the coyotes. First of twentynine titles in the series, 
Hank the Cowdog
.
The Bad Beginning
by Lemony Snicket (1999)
After the sudden death of their parents, the three Baudelaire children must depend on each
other and their wits when it turns out that the distant relative who is appointed their guardian is
determined to use any means necessary to get their fortune. Book one in a thirteen book series
entitled 
A Series of Unfortunate Events
, a satire of the Victorian children’s novel .
The Candymakers
by Wendy Mass (2010)
Four gifted twelveyearolds, including Logan, the candymaker's son, are set to be contestants
in the Confectionary Association's national competition to determine the nation's tastiest sweet,
but nobody anticipates that a friendship will form between them.
Lawn Boy
by Gary Paulsen (2007)
Things get out of hand for a twelveyearold boy when a neighbor convinces him to expand his
summer lawn mowing business. True American capitalism in action! Sequel: L
awn Boy
Returns
.
The Homework Machine
by Dan Gutman (2006)
Four fifthgrade studentsa geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slackeras well as their
teacher and mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed to complete
homework assignments. Sequel: T
he Return of the Homework Machine
.
The Genius Files: Mission Unstoppable
by Dan Gutman (2011)
First installment in the 
Genius Files
series follows twin 12yearolds Coke and Pepsi McDonald
on their cross county vacation. The precocious brother and sister uncover a secret government
plot to use “YAGs,” or Young American Geniuses, to solve the complex problems of the nation,
and find that they are on the list. Sequel: T
he Genius Files #2: Never Say Genius
.
Ordinary Boy: the Hero Revealed
by William Boniface (2006)
Ordinary Boy, the only resident of Superopolis without a superpower, uncovers and foils a
sinister plot to destroy the town. Others in the series: 
The Return of Meteor Boy?
and 
The
Great Powers Outage
.
Hank Zipzer series
by Henry Winkler (2005)
This series chronicles the humorous adventures of a fourth grader who struggles with school.
Titles in the series include: 
Day of the Iguana
,
Help! Somebody Get Me Out of Fourth
Grade!
,
Holy Enchilada, I Got a “D” in Salami
,
My Secret Life as a PingPong Wizard
and
others.
Dying to Meet You
by Kate Klise (2009)
In this story told mostly through letters, children's book author, I. B. Grumply, gets more than he
bargained for when he rents a quiet place to write for the summer. Those who love puns and
word play will particularly enjoy this series. Sequels: 
Over My Dead Body
, and 
Till Death Do
Us Bark
.
Mystery/Ghost Stories

The Case of the Case of the Mistaken Identity
by Mac Barnett (2009)
Twelveyearold Steve Brixton, a fan of Bailey Brothers detective novels, is mistaken for a real
detective and must elude librarians, police, and the mysterious Mr. E as he seeks a missing quilt
containing coded information. Sequel:
The Ghostwriter Secret
.
Chasing Vermeer
by Blue Balliett (2004)
When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting
disappears, elevenyearolds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art
scandal. The reader is invited to solve codes using pentominoes. Sequels: T
he Wright 3
, and
The Calder Game
.
From the Mixed Up Files of Basil E. Frankweiler
by E. I. Konigsburg (1967)
Two suburban children run away from their Connecticut home and go to New York's
Metropolitan Museum of Art, where their ingenuity enables them to live in luxury. The mystery
involves the origins of a statue, and their search to determine if it was sculpted by
Michaelangelo.
The Ghost of Fossil Glen
by Cynthia DeFelice (1998)
Allie knows it's not her imagination when she hears a voice and sees in her mind's eye the face
of a girl who seems to be seeking Allie's help.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret
by Brian Selznick (2007) [winner of the Caldecott Medal]
When twelveyearold Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris
train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toy seller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and
his biggest secret are jeopardized. This book is truly an original concept melding the visual and
written story.
Nancy Drew
(by Carolyn Keene) and H
ardy Boys
(by Franklin W. Dixon)

These mystery and detective stories originated in the 1920’s and 1930’s and continue to engage
readers today. Every child should try at least one from the series.
Realistic Fiction
10 Rules for Living with My Sister
by Ann Martin (2011)
Nineyearold Pearl and her popular, thirteenyearold sister, Lexie, do not get along very well,
but when their grandfather moves in and the girls have to share a room, they must find common
ground.
11 Birthdays
by Wendy Mass
This is hard to categorize, because there is some fantasy involved. But the main theme of the
story is forgiveness between two best friends since birth.
Calvin Coconut: Trouble Magnet
by Graham Salisbury (2009)
Nineyearold Calvin catches the attention of the school bully on the day before he starts fourth
grade, while at home, the unfriendly, fifteenyearold daughter of his mother's best friend has
taken over his room. Sequels: 
Calvin Coconut: the Zippy Fix
,
Calvin Coconut: Dog
Heaven
.
A Crooked Kind of Perfect
by Linda Urban (2007)
Tenyearold Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to learning the
organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive impact on her workaholic mother, her

jittery father, and her school social life.
Each Little Bird that Sings
by Deborah Wiles (2005)
Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in
their small southern town, but even so the tenyearold is unprepared for the series of
heartwrenching events that begins on the first day of Easter vacation with the sudden death of
her beloved greatuncle Edisto
The Jacket
by Andrew Clements (2002)
An incident at school forces sixth grader Phil Morelli, a white boy, to become aware of racial
discrimination and segregation, and to seriously consider if he himself is prejudiced. Mr.
Clements has written numerous stories which relate to life at school, including
The Janitor’s
Boy
,
Lunch Money
and 
The Report Card: A Week in the Woods
.
The Lemonade War 
by Jacqueline Davies (2007)
Evan and his younger sister, Jesse, react very differently to the news that they will be in the
same class for fourth grade and as the end of summer approaches, they battle it out through
lemonade stands, each trying to be the first to earn 100 dollars. Sequel: 
The Lemonade
Crime.
Love, Ruby Lavender
by Deborah Wiles (2011)
When her quirky grandmother goes to Hawaii for the summer, nineyearold Ruby learns to
survive on her own in Mississippi by writing letters, befriending chickens as well as the new girl
in town, and finally coping with her grandfather's death.
Mandy
by Julie Edwards (1989)
Lonely for a place of her own, a tenyearold orphan creates a secret home in a deserted
cottage. A charming story of creativity and friendship. A favorite of every student who reads it.
The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting
Boy
by Jeanne Birdsall (2005)
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters,
ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish
mother. Sequel: 
The Penderwicks on Gardam Street
. The third book, 
The Penderwicks at
Point Mouette
was released in May 2011.
Rules 
by Cynthia Lord (2006) [Newbery Honor Award]
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelveyearold Catherine longs for a normal existence
but her world is further complicated by a friendship with an young paraplegic.
It’s Raining Cupcakes
by Lisa Schroeder (2010)
Twelveyearold Isabel dreams of seeing the world but has never left Oregon, and so when her
best friend, Sophie, tells her of a baking contest whose winners travel to New York City, she
eagerly enters despite concerns about her mother, who is opening a cupcake bakery. Sequel:
Sprinkles and Secrets.
Way Down Deep
by Ruth White (2007)
In the West Virginia town of Way Down Deep in the 1950s, a foundling called Ruby June is
happily living with Miss Arbutus at the local boarding house when suddenly, after the arrival of a
family of outsiders, the mystery of Ruby's past begins to unravel.

Sports

The Hockey Machine
by Matt Christopher (1986)
Abducted by a "fan" and forced to become a member of a professional junior hockey team,
thirteenyearold star center Steve Crandall quickly realizes that he must play not only to win but
to survive. Matt Christopher is the “king” of sports fiction, and we have at least 15 other sports
novels on subjects which include baseball, football, snowboarding, and skateboarding.
Hot Hand
by Mike Lupica (2007)
In the wake of his parents' separation, tenyearold Billy seems to have continual conflicts with
his father, who is also his basketball coach, but his quiet, younger brother Ben, a piano prodigy,
is having even more trouble adjusting, and only Billy seems to notice. Other books in the series
entitled 
Mike Lupica’s Comeback Kids: TwoMinute Drill
,
Long Shot
,
Hot Hand
,
Safe At
Home
, and 
ShootOut
.
Hothead
by Cal Ripken, Jr. (2011)
Connor Sullivan is an AllStar shortstop on his Babe Ruth team, the Orioles, but his temper gets
him into trouble on the field and at home threatening to ruin his team’s chances of winning the
championship.
Backup Goalie 
by Jake Maddox (2008)
Jamie knows his hockey team, the Comets, has a real shot at winning the state championship,
but when he loses his two top players, he must help his team find the victory before they fall
apart. Others in the 
Jake Maddox
series: 
Batter Up!
,
Hoop Hotshot
, and 
Quarterback
Sneak
.
The Million Dollar Shot
by Dan Gutman (1997)
Elevenyearold Eddie gets a chance to win a million dollars by sinking a foul shot at the
National Basketball Association finals. Other books in this sports series include: T
he Million
Dollar Kick
,
The Million Dollar Putt
, and 
The Million Dollar Goal
.
Steal That Base
by Kurtiss Scalettes (2012)
Chad tries to help his friend improve his baseball skills so he can stay on the team. Also in the
series: 
Jinxed!

5th Grade List
The Abracadabra Kid; a Writer’s Life
by Sid Fleischman Autobiography
The autobiography of the Newbery awardwinning children’s author who set out from childhood
to become a magician.
Billy Creekmore
by Tracey Porter Historical fiction
One day a stranger comes to claim Billy Creekmore from the Guardian Angels Home for Boys,
and he embarks on a crosscountry journey in search of his past, his future, and his own true
self.
Boy
by Roald Dahl Biography

Roald Dahl recounts his days as a child growing up in England — from his years as a prankster
at boarding school to his envious position as a chocolate tester for Cadbury's.
The Boy Who Saved Baseball
by John H. Ritter Sports – fiction
The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom
Gallagher hopes to lead his team to victory with the secrets of a now disgraced player, Dante
Del Gato.
Bull Run
by Paul Fleischman Historical fiction
Northerners, Southerners, generals, dreaming boys, and worried sisters describe the glory, the
horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil War.
The Call of the Wild
by Jack London Animals – fiction

Buck, who is half St. Bernard and half Scotch shepherd, is stolen and taken to Alaska where he
reverts to the wild and becomes a leader of a pack of wolves.
Children of the Dust Bowl: the True Story of the School at Weedpatch Camp
by Jerry
Stanley Nonfiction
Describes what happened to the migrant workers who traveled from the Dust Bowl to California
during the Depression and were forced to live in a federal labor camp.
The Double Life of Pocahontas
by Jean Fritz Biography
A biography of the famous American Indian princess and the roles she played in two very
different cultures.
Everything on a Waffle
by Polly Horvath Familiesfiction
Elevenyearold Primrose Squarps’ parents disappear at sea when a typhoon hits their fishing
village. The only thing that keeps her spirits up is the local restaurant that serves everything on
a waffle including fish and steak!
The Exiles
by Hilary McKay Families – fiction
The four Conroy sisters spend a wild summer at the seaside with Big Grandma, who tries to
break them of their reading habit by substituting fresh air and hard work for books and gets
unexpected results.
Faith, Hope, and Ivy June
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor Friendship – fiction
During a student exchange program, seventhgraders Ivy June and Catherine share their lives,
homes, and communities, and find that, although their lifestyles are total opposites, they have a
lot in common.
Flush
by Carl Hiaasen Environment – fiction
With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey,
must gather evidence that the owner of a floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the
protected waters around their Florida Keys home.
Goose Chase
by Patrice Kindl Fairy tales
Rather than marry a cruel king or a seemingly dimwitted prince, an enchanted goose girl
endures imprisonment, capture by several ogres, and other dangers before learning exactly who
she is.
The Green Glass Sea
by Ellen Klages Historical fiction
While her father works on the Manhattan Project, elevenyearold Dewey Kerrigan lives in Los
Alamos Camp and becomes friends with Suze, another young girl like herself.
The Hobbit
by J.R.R. Tolkien Fantasy


The adventures of Bilbo Baggins, who lived happily in his comfortable home until a wandering
wizard granted his wish.
Honus and Me
by Dan Gutman Sports/ time travel fiction
Joey, who loves baseball but is not very good at it, finds a valuable 1909 Honus Wagner card
and travels back in time to meet Honus.
Hoot
by Carl Hiaasen Environmentfiction
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy’s attempt to
save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.
In the Wild
by Safia Nordin Survival – fiction
The last thing Amanda wants to do is spend a week in the forest with her classmates, who make
her life miserable. However, when she and Philip, the class bully, overturn their raft, they begin
a weeklong struggle for survival.
Jip: His Story
by Katherine Paterson Historical fiction
While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity and that of his
mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.
Keeping Score
by Linda Sue Park Friendship – fiction
During the 1950s, Maggie struggles to will her beloved Brooklyn Dodgers to a victory in the
World Series and wishes that her friend Jim, a soldier in Korea, would answer her letters.
The Last Invisible Boy
by Evan Kuhlman Families – fiction
In the wake of his father’s sudden death, twelveyearold Finn feels he is becoming invisible as
his hair and skin become whiter by the day, and so he writes and illustrates a book to try to
understand what is happening and to hold on to himself and his father.
The Last Mission
by Harry Mazer World War II  fiction
In 1944, a fifteenyearold Jewish boy tells his family he will travel in the West but instead enlists
in the United States Air Corps and is later taken prisoner by the Germans.
A Long Way from Chicago
by Richard Peck Historical fiction
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great
Depression to visit their spunky grandmother.
Millicent Min, Girl Genius
by Lisa Yee Friendship – fiction
In a series of journal entries, elevenyearold child prodigy Millicent Min records her struggles to
learn to play volleyball, tutor a fellow student, deal with her grandmother’s departure, and make
friends over the course of a busy summer.
Midnight Magic
by Avi Magicfiction
A mischievous princess and a servant boy team up with a magician who does not believe in
magic to confront a mysterious ghost.
Old Yeller
by Fred Gipson Animalsfiction
Old Yeller was an ugly stray dog, but he was clever. Travis would soon find out how this strong
and courageous dog would be a big help on the frontier, especially with Papa away on a long
cattle drive.
Owls in the Family
by Farley Mowat Animals – fiction
A young boy decides to raise two owlets as pets. Wold and Weeps provide fun and excitement
for him in Canada, where he lives.
Park’s Quest
by Katherine Paterson Families – fiction

Elevenyearold Park makes some startling discoveries when he travels to his grandfather’s
farm in Virginia to learn about his father, who died in the Vietnam War.
Saffy’s Angel
by Hilary McKay Families – fiction
After she learns that she was adopted, thirteenyearold Saffron’s relationship with her
eccentric, artistic family changes until they help her go back to Italy, where she was born, to find
a special memento of her past.
Saraswati’s Way
by Monika Schroder Multicultural – fiction
Leaving his village in rural India to find a better education, mathematically gifted twelveyearold
Akash ends up at the New Delhi train station, where he relies on Saraswati, the Hindu goddess
of knowledge, to guide him as he negotiates life on the street, resists the temptations of easy
money, and learns whom to trust.
Savvy
by Ingrid Law Magic – fiction
The adventures are told of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her magical
power, just as her father is injured in a terrible accident.
Someone Named Eva
by Joan M. Wolf World War II – fiction
From her home in Czechoslovakia in 1942, elevenyearold Milada is taken with other blond,
blueeyed children to a school in Poland to be trained as “proper Germans” for adoption by
German families, but all the while she remembers her true name and history.
Stepping on the Cracks
by Mary Downing Hahn World War II – fiction
In 1944, while her brother is overseas fighting, elevenyearold Margaret gets a new view of the
school bully Gordy when she finds him hiding his own brother, an army deserter, and decides to
help him.
Summer Ball
by Mike Lupica Sports – fiction
Thirteenyearold Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach and against
new rivals at a summer basketball camp.
Switching Well
by Peni Griffin Time travelfiction
Two 12yearold girls in San Antonio, Ada in 1891 and Amber in 1991, switch places through a
magic well and try desperately to return to their own times.
Tell Them We Remember: the Story of the Holocaust
by Susan Bachrach Nonfiction
Presents the story of the Holocaust and shows how it affected the lives of innocent people
throughout Europe, using artifacts, photographs, maps, and taped oral and video histories from
the collections of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C.
The Thief
by Megan Whalen Turner Adventure and Adventurers – fiction
Gen flaunts his prowess as a thief and looks forward to an adventure which will take him to a
remote temple where he will try to steal a precious stone.
The Thing about Georgie
by Lisa Graff Friendship – fiction
Georgie’s dwarfism causes problems, but he could always rely on his parents, his best friends,
and classmate Jeanie the Meanie’s teasing until a surprising announcement, a new boy in
school, and a class project shake things up.
The Tiger’s Apprentice
by Laurence Yep Magicfiction
Tom has always felt different from everyone else, but he has no idea how different he really is
until he learns that he is the latest in a long line of magicwielding beings called Guardians.
Trapped
by Peg Kehret Animals – fiction

When his owner finds an illegal animal trap in the woods, Peter the cat faces grave danger as
he tries to help his human friends find the culprit who set the trap.
The Trouble with Tuck
by Theodore Taylor Animals – fiction
A young girl trains her blind dog to follow and trust a seeingeye companion dog.
Under the Baseball Moon
by John H. Ritter Sports –fiction
Andy and Glory, two fifteenyearolds from California, pursue their respective dreams of
becoming a famous musician and a professional softball player.
War Horse
by Michael Morpurgo Animals – fiction
Joey the horse recalls his experiences growing up on an English farm, his struggle for survival
in the cavalry during World War I, and his reunion with his beloved master.
Weasel
by Cynthia DeFelice Frontier lifefiction
Alone in the frontier wilderness in the winter of 1839, 11yearold Nathan runs afoul of a
renegade killer known as Weasel.
The Well
by Mildred Taylor Human relationsfiction
During a drought, a family generously shares their well water with all their neighbors, regardless
of race. However, can they keep their dignity and rise about the prejudice of a dangerously
abusive neighbor?
White Mountains
by John Christopher Science fiction
Strong in action and suspense, this science fiction tale of the twentyfirst century describes a
world where human life and thought are controlled. To escape this fate, three boys go on a long,
dangerous journey.
Under the BloodRed Sun
by Graham Salisbury Historical fiction
Tomi’s biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully until life with his Japanese
family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941.
The Yearling
by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Animals – fiction

A young boy living in the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has
lovingly raised as a pet.

6th Grade List
The Abracadabra Kid; a Writer’s Life
by Sid Fleischman Autobiography
The autobiography of the Newbery awardwinning children’s author who set out from childhood
to become a magician.
Billy Creekmore
by Tracey Porter Historical fiction
One day a stranger comes to claim Billy Creekmore from the Guardian Angels Home for Boys,
and he embarks on a crosscountry journey in search of his past, his future, and his own true
self.
The Boy Who Saved Baseball
by John H. Ritter Sports – fiction
The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom

Gallagher hopes to lead his team to victory with the secrets of a now disgraced player, Dante
Del Gato.
Bull Run
by Paul Fleischman Historical fiction
Northerners, Southerners, generals, dreaming boys, and worried sisters describe the glory, the
horror, the thrill, and the disillusionment of the first battle of the Civil War.
The Call of the Wild
by Jack London Animals – fiction

Buck, who is half St. Bernard and half Scotch shepherd, is stolen and taken to Alaska where he
reverts to the wild and becomes a leader of a pack of wolves.
Chasing Redbird
by Sharon Creech Familyfiction
Thirteenyearold Zinnia Taylor uncovers family secrets and self truths while clearing a
mysterious settler trail that begins on her family's farm in Kentucky.
Children of the Dust Bowl: the True Story of the School at Weedpatch Camp
by Jerry
Stanley Nonfiction
Describes what happened to the migrant workers who traveled from the Dust Bowl to California
during the Depression and were forced to live in a federal labor camp.
Coraline
by Neil Gaiman Fantasy
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar
yet disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to
save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others.
Crash
by Jerry Spinelli Friendshipfiction
Crash Coogan, rising football sensation, and his friend Mike make a regular practice of
tormenting the school nerd, Penn Webb, but when Mike takes a prank too far, Crash finds
himself locked in a moral dilemma.
Crispin: Cross of Lead
by Avi Adventure Fiction
A backward and sheltered peasant boy is forced to flee for his life when secrets from his past
put him in conflict with the local steward, a vicious man who declares the boy to be a "wolf's
head," someone who can be killed without remorse or repercussion.
The Double Life of Pocahontas
by Jean Fritz Biography
A biography of the famous American Indian princess and the roles she played in two very
different cultures.
The Exiles 
by Hilary McKay Families – fiction
The four Conroy sisters spend a wild summer at the seaside with Big Grandma, who tries to
break them of their reading habit by substituting fresh air and hard work for books and gets
unexpected results.
Faith, Hope, and Ivy June
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor Friendship – fiction
During a student exchange program, seventhgraders Ivy June and Catherine share their lives,
homes, and communities and find that, although their lifestyles are total opposites, they have a
lot in common.
Flush
by Carl Hiaasen Environment – fiction

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, Abbey,
must gather evidence that the owner of a floating casino is emptying his bilge tanks into the
protected waters around their Florida Keys home.
Goose Chase
by Patrice Kindl Fairy tales

Rather than marry a cruel king or a seemingly dimwitted prince, an enchanted goose girl
endures imprisonment, capture by several ogres, and other dangers before learning exactly who
she is.
The Green Glass Sea
by Ellen Klages Historical fiction
While her father works on the Manhattan Project, elevenyearold Dewey Kerrigan lives in Los
Alamos Camp and becomes friends with Suze, another young girl like herself.
The Hobbit
by J.R.R. Tolkien Fantasy

The adventures of Bilbo Baggins, who lived happily in his comfortable home until a wandering
wizard granted his wish.
Inside Out and Back Again
by Thanhha Lai Autobiography
This book recounts in poetic form the migration of a young girl and her family from Vietnam to
Alabama.
In the Wild
by Safia Nordin Survival – fiction
The last thing Amanda wants to do is spend a week in the forest with her classmates, who make
her life miserable. However, when she and Philip, the class bully, overturn their raft, they begin
a
weeklong strulggle for survival.
Jip: His Story
by Katherine Paterson Historical fiction
While living on a Vermont poor farm during 1855 and 1856, Jip learns his identity and that of his
mother and comes to understand how he arrived at this place.
Keeping Score
by Linda Sue Park Friendship – fiction
During the 1950s, Maggie struggles to will her beloved Brooklyn Dodgers to a victory in the
World Series and wishes that her friend Jim, a soldier in Korea, would answer her letters.
The Last Invisible Boy
by Evan Kuhlman Families – fiction
In the wake of his father’s sudden death, twelveyearold Finn feels he is becoming invisible as
his hair and skin become whiter by the day, and so he writes and illustrates a book to try to
understand what is happening and to hold on to himself and his father.
The Last Mission
by Harry Mazer World War II  fiction
In 1944, a fifteenyearold Jewish boy tells his family he will travel in the West but instead enlists
in the United States Air Corps and is later taken prisoner by the Germans.
Letters from Rifka
by Karen Hesse Historical fiction
Rifka, a young Jewish girl, writes to her cousin, chronicling her family's experiences fleeing
Russia in 1919 and her own trials after being left in Belgium on her own while the others
immigrate to America.
The Loud Silence of Francine Green
by Karen Cushman Friendshipsfiction
In 1949, thirteenyearold Francine goes to Catholic school in Los Angeles, where she becomes
best friends with a girl who questions authority and is frequently punished by the nuns, causing
Francine to question her own values.
The Magician’s Nephew
by C.S. Lewis Fantasy
When Digory and Polly try to return the wicked witch Jadis to her own world, the magic gets
mixed up, and they all land in Narnia, where they witness Aslan blessing the animals with
human
speech.

Millicent Min, Girl Genius
by Lisa Yee Friendship – fiction
In a series of journal entries, elevenyearold child prodigy Millicent Min records her struggles to
learn to play volleyball, tutor a fellow student, deal with her grandmother’s departure, and make
friends over the course of a busy summer.
Owls in the Family
by Farley Mowat Animals – fiction
A young boy decides to raise two owlets as pets. Wold and Weeps provide fun and excitement
for him in Canada, where he lives.
Park’s Quest
by Katherine Paterson Families – fiction
Elevenyearold Park makes some startling discoveries when he travels to his grandfather’s
farm in Virginia to learn about his father, who died in the Vietnam War.
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
by Mildred Taylor Historical fiction
An AfricanAmerican family living in Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced
with prejudice and discrimination which their children do not understand.
Saffy’s Angel
by Hilary McKay Families – fiction
After she learns that she was adopted, thirteenyearold Saffron’s relationship with her
eccentric,
artistic family changes until they help her go back to Italy, where she was born, to find a special
memento of her past.
Saraswati’s Way
by Monika Schroder Multicultural – fiction
Leaving his village in rural India to find a better education, mathematically gifted twelveyearold
Akash ends up at the New Delhi train station, where he relies on Saraswati, the Hindu goddess
of knowledge, to guide him as he negotiates life on the street, resists the temptations of easy
money, and learns whom to trust.
Savvy
by Ingrid Law Magic – fiction
The adventures are told of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her magical
power, just as her father is injured in a terrible accident.
Snow Treasure
by Marie McSwigan Historical fiction
In 1940, when the Nazi invasion of Norway reaches their village in the far north, twelveyearold
Peter and his friends use their sleds to transport nine million dollars worth of gold bullion past
the
German soldiers to the secret harbor where Peter's uncle keeps his ship ready to take the gold
for safekeeping in the United States
Someone Named Eva
by Joan M. Wolf World War II – fiction
From her home in Czechoslovakia in 1942, elevenyearold Milada is taken with other blond,
blueeyed children to a school in Poland to be trained as “proper Germans” for adoption by
German families, but all the while she remembers her true name and history.
Stepping on the Cracks
by Mary Downing Hahn World War II – fiction
In 1944, while her brother is overseas fighting, elevenyearold Margaret gets a new view of the
school bully Gordy when she finds him hiding his own brother, an army deserter, and decides to
help him.
Summer Ball 
by Mike Lupica Sports – fiction
Thirteenyearold Danny must prove himself all over again for a disapproving coach and against
new rivals at a summer basketball camp.

Tell Them We Remember: the Story of the Holocaust
by Susan Bachrach History
Presents the story of the Holocaust and shows how it affected the lives of innocent people
throughout Europe, using artifacts, photographs, maps, and taped oral and video histories from
the collections of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C.
The Thief
by Megan Whalen Turner Adventure and Adventurers – fiction
Gen flaunts his prowess as a thief and looks forward to an adventure which will take him to a
remote temple where he will try to steal a precious stone.
The Thief Lord
by Cornelia Funke Detectivefiction
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel aunt and uncle, decide to
hide out in Venice, where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a thirteenyearold boy who leads a
crime ring of street children.
The Thing about Georgie
by Lisa Graff Friendship – fiction
Georgie’s dwarfism causes problems, but he could always rely on his parents, his best friends,
and classmate Jeanie the Meanie’s teasing until a surprising announcement, a new boy in
school, and a class project shake things up.
Trapped
by Peg Kehret Animals – fiction
When his owner finds an illegal animal trap in the woods, Peter the cat faces grave danger as
he
tries to help his human friends find the culprit who set the trap.
The Trouble with Tuck
by Theodore Taylor Animals – fiction
A young girl trains her blind dog to follow and trust a seeingeye companion dog.
Under the Baseball Moon
by John H. Ritter Sports –fiction
Andy and Glory, two fifteenyearolds from California, pursue their respective dreams of
becoming a famous musician and a professional softball player.
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader
by C. S. Lewis Fantasy
Lucy and Edmund, accompanied by their peevish cousin Eustace, sail to the land of Narnia,
where Eustace is temporarily transformed into a green dragon because of his selfish behavior
and skepticism.
War Horse
by Michael Morpurgo Animals – fiction
Joey the horse recalls his experiences growing up on an English farm, his struggle for survival
in
the cavalry during World War I, and his reunion with his beloved master.
The Yearling
by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Animals – fiction
A young boy living in the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has
lovingly raised as a pet.

7th Grade List
Harris and Me
by Gary Paulsen Friendshipsfiction

Many of you have read adventure stories from this popular author and felt they were a nice fit.
Now try on a more humorous and entertaining story that will be sure to delight. Just don’t try
any of the tricks described in this book on your sweet English teacher next year.
conflict that ends in tragedy. Does this book have anything to say about our lives? You decide.
The Call of the Wild
by Jack London Adventure/animal storiesfiction

A domestic dog is stolen and taken to the icy wilds of the Yukon Territory. Buck must learn to
survive harsh environments, attacks by other dogs, and the greed and savage nature of man.
The Diary of a Girl
by Anne Frank History/autobiography
This is an inspirational story of the hardships of World War II from the viewpoint of a thirteen
yearold Jewish girl in hiding during the Holocaust. In her diary, Anne shares her thoughts,
feelings, and insights about the many issues and conflicts in the warehouse where her own
family and another family hid for two years.
Through the Looking Glass
by Lewis Carroll Fantasy

If the world seems silly to you, wait until you see it through a looking glass. Lewis Carroll’s
sequel to Alice in Wonderland is a triumph of logical bewilderment. Its playfulness is simply
contagious!
King Solomon’s Mines
by H. Rider Haggard Adventurefiction
Follow the map to the greatest treasure in history, but beware of the power of ancient rituals and
expect the unexpected when you become the strangest thing in a strange hidden land.
Pudd’nhead Wilson
by Mark Twain Mystery
Get a taste of the author that will end the seventhgrade year in this tart tale of hope that breeds
deceit.
The Glory Field
by Walter Dean Meyers Historical fiction
Imported to plantation America from his tribal home in Africa, Mohammed Bilal begins what
turns out to be a multigenerational epic quest of a family’s coming to grips with the effects of
slavery and other more subtle forms of ethnic insensitivity. The reader will find his own life’s
struggle for tolerance and selfexpression in the lives of those who flee yet wish to be buried in
the Glory Field.
The Three Musketeers
by Alexander Dumas Adventurefiction
Block the sinister Cardinal Richelieu’s attempts to destroy the monarchy and have a jolly time as
well. This may be the original Star Wars: a humble rookie joining the most honorable and
magnificent guardians of decency and becoming instrumental, perhaps vital, in their struggle
against tyranny. Does D’Artagnan have THE FORCE? (The Puffin Classic abridged edition
would be an acceptable choice as would any unabridged edition.)
Beau Geste
by P. C. Wren Mystery/Adventure
It’s a dark mystery. It’s a brilliant adventure. It’s so much more. It’s all about loyalty, bravery,
and integrity. It will drag you from the comforts of an English manor house and thrust you into
the savagery and intrigue of the French Foreign Legion, the final outpost for the discarded of the
world. Beau Geste is back in print but might have to be ordered.
Ask Me No Questions
by Marina Tamar Budhos Multicultural fiction
Fourteenyearold Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but
the expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and
terror for the whole family.

Black and White
by Paul Volponi Multicultural Fiction
Two star high school basketball players, one black and one white, experience the justice system
differently after committing a crime together and getting caught.
Buddha Boy
by Kathe Koja Multicultural fiction/teenage issues
Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual and artistic new student whom the school bullies
torment and call Buddha Boy, and ends up making choices that impact Jinsen, himself, and the
entire school.
The Diary of Pelly D
by L.J. Adlington Science fiction
Toni V, a construction worker on a futuristic colony, finds the diary of a teenage girl whose life
has been turned upsidedown by holocaustlike events, and he begins to question his own
beliefs.
Double Helix
by NancyWerlin Science fiction
Eighteenyearold Eli discovers a shocking secret about his life and his family while working for
a Nobel Prizewinning scientist whose specialty is genetic engineering.
Freak
by Marcella Fleischman Pixley Teenage issues
Twelveyearold Miriam, poetic, smart, and quirky, is considered a freak by the popular girls at
her middle school, and she eventually explodes in response to their bullying, revealing an inner
strength she did not know she had.
Game
by Walter Dean Myers Sports fiction/ teenage fiction
Drew Lawson, counting on basketball to get him into college and out of Harlem, struggles to
keep his cool when the coach brings in two white players and puts them in positions that clearly
threaten Drew's game.
The Girls
by Amy Goldman Koss Teenage issues
Each of the girls in a middleschool clique reveals the strong, manipulative hold one of the group
exerts on the others, causing hurt and selfdoubt among the girls.
Going for the Record
by Julie Swanson Families
Seventeenyearold Leah's quest to make the national soccer team does not seem so important
when she learns that her father has cancer and may have only months to live.
HeroType
by Barry Lyga Teenage issues
Feeling awkward and ugly is one of several reasons sixteenyearold Kevin is uncomfortable
with the publicity about his act of accidental heroism, but when a reporter photographs him
apparently being unpatriotic, he speaks out and encourages people to think about what the
symbols of freedom really mean.
The Hollow People
by Brian Keaney Science fiction
On an island that houses the asylum where lawbreakers are imprisoned, two teenagers rebel
against a rigidly controlled society where dreams are considered antisocial and all citizens over
the age of fourteen take a drug to control their behavior.
How Not to Be Popular
by Jennifer Ziegler Teenage issues
Seventeenyearold Sugar Magnolia Dempsey is tired of leaving friends behind every time her
hippie parents decide to move, but her plan to be unpopular at her new Austin, Texas, school
backfires when other students join her on the path to "supreme dorkdom."
Jake, Reinvented
by Gordon Korman Teenage issues
Rick becomes friends with the popular new boy, Jake Garrett, football player and host of

superlative parties, and in the process he discovers the true nature of his schoolmates and
uncovers the mystery of Jake's past.
Kidnapped
by Robert Louis Stevenson Adventure fiction

A sixteenyearold orphan is kidnapped by his villainous uncle but later escapes and becomes
involved in the struggle of the Scottish highlanders against English rule.
La Linea
by Ann Jaramillo Multicultural fiction
When fifteenyearold Miguel's time finally comes to leave his poor Mexican village, cross the
border illegally, and join his parents in California, his younger sister's determination to join him
soon imperils them both.
Nobody’s Princess
by Esther Friesner Adventure/mythology
Determined to fend for herself in a world where only men have real freedom, headstrong Helen,
who will be called queen of Sparta and Helen of Troy one day, learns to fight, hunt, and ride
horses while disguised as a boy, and goes on an adventure throughout the Mediterranean
world.
Peak
by Roland Smith Adventure fiction
A fourteenyearold boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.
Private Peaceful
by Michael Morpurgo Historical fiction
When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army, Thomas decides to
sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old, to prove himself to his country, his
family, and his childhood love Molly.
A Ring of Endless Light
by Madeleine L’Engle Animal fiction/family issues
During the summer when her grandfather is dying of leukemia and death seems all around,
fifteenyear old Vicky finds comfort with the pod of dolphins with which she has been doing
research.
Rules of the Road
by Joan Bauer Teenage issues
Sixteenyearold Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores
from Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire, and along the way
Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face her alcoholic father.
Selkie Girl
by Laurie Brooks Animals
When sixteenyearold Elin Jean finds a seal pelt hidden at home and realizes that her mother is
actually a selkie, she returns the pelt to her mother, only to find her life taking many unexpected
turns.
Shift
by Jennifer Bradbury Friendship
Best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after graduating.
When only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened.
Tamar 
by Mai Peet Historical fiction/family issues
In England in 1995, fifteenyearold Tamar, griefstricken by the puzzling death of her beloved
grandfather, slowly begins to uncover the secrets of his life in the Dutch resistance during the
last year of the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands and the climactic events that forever cast a
shadow on his life and that of his family.
Tomorrow When the War Began
by John Marsden War Fiction
Seven Australian teenagers return from a camping trip in the bush to discover that their country
has been invaded and they must hide to stay alive.

The Transall Saga
by Gary Paulsen Adventure fiction
While backpacking in the desert, thirteenyearold Mark falls into a tube of blue light and is
transported into a more primitive world where he must use his knowledge and skills to survive.
The War of the Worlds
by H.G. Wells Science fiction
The classic novel is about an invasion from Mars.

8th Grade List
Watership Down
by Richard Adams Fantasy
A group of rabbits searching for a safe place to establish a new warren where they can live in
peace encounter many adventures in their journey. This novel is not a literary cartoon; instead,
it
is an epic tale encompassing the entirety of the human experience.
Cold Sassy Tree
by Olive Ann Burns Familiesfiction
This novel has the flavor of the South! Read about the scandal to hit Cold Sassy, Georgia, and
how the small, provincial town copes with an outsider who is a threat to ageold traditions.
My Antonia
by Willa Cather Families/pioneer lifefiction
In this acclaimed novel set in the Midwest, meet a strong immigrant girl who grows into a
remarkable woman, seen through the eyes of her childhood boyfriend.
The Power of One
by Bryce Courtenay Historical fiction/multicultural literature
This spellbinding adventure set in South Africa is loved by everyone who has tackled this hefty
novel. Peekay, an English boy with boxing talent, learns to fight with his head and heart against
prejudice, simultaneously growing up to be a remarkable young man.
“The best book I’ve ever read!” said eighthgrade English students in 20032004, 20042005,
20052006, 20062007 ... You get the picture!
The Diary of Anne Frank
(The full autobiography is the most worthwhile of the versions.)
Anne’s true account of life in hiding as a Jew during the Holocaust is haunting and inspiring.
She
grows up while confined in her hiding space, so many readers – boys and girls, alike – can
identify with the teenage issues she experiences. Those experiences, coupled with the very real
threat of being caught and sent to a concentration camp, prove that this heroine has “[gone] on
living, even after [her] death.”
Flowers for Algernon
by Daniel Keyes Psychological fiction/diversity

This touching story tells of a daring experiment with human intelligence, revealing that EQ is as
important as IQ, and inspiring the reader to question the role of science in human life.
A Separate Peace
by John Knowles Teenage issuesfiction
A memorable story of growing up at an allmale school, this novel offers insight into both the
daredevil and reflective natures of boys, highlighting the agonizing nature of regret and lost
friendship.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
by Betty Smith Coming of agefiction
This classic focuses on Francie Nolan, a young girl growing up amidst hardship in Brooklyn,
New York, during the Great Depression. Despite many difficulties, her inner strength allows her
to reach for more, proving that beauty can grow out of poverty and despair.
The Pearl
by John Steinbeck Multicultural fiction
This early masterpieces by a Nobel Prizewinning author is the enduring tale of a fisherman who
finds a pearl worth a lifetime and must discover its destructive forces.
The Hiding Place
by Corrie Ten Boom Autobiography/history
This is an inspiring truelife adventure of one Christian woman’s courageous battle to rescue
Jews during the Nazi occupation of Amsterdam. (Read the true story of the woman who risked
her life to save others and is now honored on the wall entitled “Righteous among Nations” at the
Dallas Holocaust Museum).
Ask Me No Questions
by Marina Tamar Budhos Multicultural fiction
Fourteenyearold Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but
the expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and
terror for the whole family.
Between Shades of Gray
by Ruta Sepetys Historical fiction; multicultural
In 1941, fifteenyearold Lina, her mother, and her brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home
by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp
while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying
her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family.
Black and White
by Paul Volponi Multicultural Fiction
Two star high school basketball players, one black and one white, experience the justice system
differently after committing a crime together and getting caught
Buddha Boy 
by Kathe Koja Multicultural fiction/teenage issues
Justin spends time with Jinsen, the unusual and artistic new student whom the school bullies
torment and call Buddha Boy, and ends up making choices that impact Jinsen, himself, and the
entire school.
The Diary of Pelly D
by L.J. Adlington Science fiction
Toni V, a construction worker on a futuristic colony, finds the diary of a teenage girl whose life
has been turned upsidedown by holocaustlike events, and he begins to question his own
beliefs.
Double Helix
by Nancy Werlin Science fiction
Eighteenyearold Eli discovers a shocking secret about his life and his family while working for
a Nobel Prizewinning scientist whose specialty is genetic engineering.
Freak
by Marcella Fleischman Pixley Teenage issues
Twelveyearold Miriam, poetic, smart, and quirky, is considered a freak by the popular girls at
her middle school, and she eventually explodes in response to their bullying, revealing an inner
strength she did not know she had.
Game
by Walter Dean Myers Sports fiction/ teenage fiction
Drew Lawson, counting on basketball to get him into college and out of Harlem, struggles to
keep his cool when the coach brings in two white players and puts them in positions that clearly
threaten Drew's game.

The Girls
by Amy Goldman Koss Teenage issues
Each of the girls in a middleschool clique reveals the strong, manipulative hold one of the group
exerts on the others, causing hurt and selfdoubt among the girls.
Going for the Record
by Julie Swanson Familiesfiction
Seventeenyearold Leah's quest to make the national soccer team does not seem so important
when she learns that her father has cancer and may have only months to live.
HeroType
by Barry Lyga Teenage issues
Feeling awkward and ugly is one of several reasons sixteenyearold Kevin is uncomfortable
with
the publicity about his act of accidental heroism, but when a reporter photographs him
apparently
being unpatriotic, he speaks out and encourages people to think about what the symbols of
freedom really mean.
The Hollow People
by Brian Keaney Science fiction
On an island that houses the asylum where lawbreakers are imprisoned, two teenagers rebel
against a rigidly controlled society where dreams are considered antisocial and all citizens over
the age of fourteen take a drug to control their behavior.
How Not to Be Popular
by Jennifer Ziegler Teenage issues
Seventeenyearold Sugar Magnolia Dempsey is tired of leaving friends behind every time her
hippie parents decide to move, but her plan to be unpopular at her new Austin, Texas, school
backfires when other students join her on the path to "supreme dorkdom."
Jake, Reinvented
by Gordon Korman Teenage issues
Rick becomes friends with the popular new boy, Jake Garrett, football player and host of
superlative parties, and in the process he discovers the true nature of his schoolmates and
uncovers the mystery of Jake's past.
Kidnapped
by Robert Louis Stevenson Adventure fiction
A sixteenyearold orphan is kidnapped by his villainous uncle but later escapes and becomes
involved in the struggle of the Scottish highlanders against English rule.
La Linea
by Ann Jaramillo Multicultural fiction
When fifteenyearold Miguel's time finally comes to leave his poor Mexican village, cross the
border illegally, and join his parents in California, his younger sister's determination to join him
soon imperils them both.
Nobody’s Princess
by Esther Friesner Adventure/mythology
Determined to fend for herself in a world where only men have real freedom, headstrong Helen,
who will be called queen of Sparta and Helen of Troy one day, learns to fight, hunt, and ride
horses while disguised as a boy, and goes on an adventure throughout the Mediterranean
world.
Out of Shadows
by Jason Wallace Multicultural/ historical fiction/ coming of age
Robert Jacklin is thrown into the aftermath of war when his family moves from England to
Zimbabwe in the 1980s, and when he is enrolled in a prestigious boarding school, he faces
racism and violence and must make a difficult decision as a group of white boys decides to
protest the country's new government.
Peak
by Roland Smith Adventure fiction

A fourteenyearold boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.
Private Peaceful
by Michael Morpurgo Historical fiction
When Thomas Peaceful's older brother is forced to join the British Army, Thomas decides to
sign up as well, although he is only fourteen years old, to prove himself to his country, his
family,
and his childhood love Molly.
A Ring of Endless Light
by Madeleine L’Engle Animal fiction/family issues
During the summer when her grandfather is dying of leukemia and death seems all around,
fifteenyearold Vicky finds comfort with the pod of dolphins with which she has been doing
research.
The Running Dream
by Wendelin Van Draanen Realistic fiction/ sports fiction/ friendship
When a school bus accident leaves sixteenyearold Jessica an amputee, she returns to school
with a prosthetic limb, and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of
running again.
Rules of the Road
by Joan Bauer Teenage issues
Sixteenyearold Jenna gets a job driving the elderly owner of a chain of successful shoe stores
from Chicago to Texas to confront the son who is trying to force her to retire, and along the way
Jenna hones her talents as a saleswoman and finds the strength to face her alcoholic father.
Selkie Girl
by Laurie Brooks Animalsfiction
When sixteenyearold Elin Jean finds a seal pelt hidden at home and realizes that her mother is
actually a selkie, she returns the pelt to her mother, only to find her life taking many unexpected
turns.
Shift
by Jennifer Bradbury Friendship
Best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after graduating.
When only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened.
Shooting the Moon
by Frances O'Roark Dowell Historical fiction; coming of age
When her brother is sent to fight in Vietnam, twelveyearold Jamie begins to reconsider the
army world in which she has grown up.
Tamar
by Mai Peet Historical fiction/family issues
In England in 1995, fifteenyearold Tamar, griefstricken by the puzzling death of her beloved
grandfather, slowly begins to uncover the secrets of his life in the Dutch resistance during the
last year of the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands and the climactic events that forever cast a
shadow on his life and that of his family.
Tomorrow When the War Began
by John Marsden War fiction
Seven Australian teenagers return from a camping trip in the bush to discover that their country
has been invaded and they must hide to stay alive.
The Transall Saga
by Gary Paulsen Adventure fiction
While backpacking in the desert, thirteenyearold Mark falls into a tube of blue light and is
transported into a more primitive world where he must use his knowledge and skills to survive.
War Games
by Audrey and Akila Couloumbis Historical fiction/multicultural
What were once just boys' games become matters of life and death as Petros and his older
brother Ola each wonder if, like their resistance fighter cousin, they too can make a difference in
a Nazioccupied Greece.

The War of the Worlds
by H.G. Wells Science fiction
The classic novel is about an invasion from Mars.
Stormbreaker 
by Anthony Horowitz is the story of a fourteen year old boy who finds out that his
deceased parents and his uncle were government spies, and Alex gets pulled into this world of
intrigue and danger. All of the books in the 
Stormbreaker s
eries are excellent books
Unwind
by Neal Schusterman is a very interesting story where parents can eliminate a child
between the ages of 1318 if they have been a problem in the family. The teenager’s organs
are harvested for use by others. A boy discovers his fate when he finds vacation tickets for
three of his four family members. He and others who are facing the same fate go on the run.
Boys without Names 
by Sheth Kashmira. Eleven year old Gopal and his family leave their rural
Indian village for life with his uncle in Mumbai, but when they arrive, his father goes missing,
and Gopal ends up locked in a sweatshop from which there is no escape.
Stoneheart 
by Charlie Fletcher. When twelve year old George accidentally decapitates a stone
dragon statue in London, he falls into a parallel dimension where he must battle ancient “live”
statues and solve a dangerous riddle. Sequels are
Ironheart
and 
Silver Tongue
.
Tree Castle Island 
by Jean Craighead George After building his own canoe, fourteen year old
Jack Hawkins goes to try it out in the Okefenokee Swamp, where an accident tests his survival
skills and leads to a shocking discovery.

